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ABSTRACT 

This research work examined terrorism and 

global security, a case study of the Islamic 

State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) from 2010 to 

2017. Generally, terrorism is a universal 

phenomenon and has in recent times 

assumed very dangerous dimensions. The 

various ways in which terrorists, attempt 

to achieve their goals have altered the 

operation of the contemporary 

international relation. Against this 

background, this research work aims at 

revisiting the concept, nature, causes, 

patterns, trends, issues and dimensions of 

global terrorism and understanding its 

threats and implications towards global 

security, with particular reference to the 

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria(ISIS) group 

and it strategies for maintaining global 

security. Specifically the objectives of the 

study were to identify the activities of the 

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) as a 

terrorist organization and to explore the 

dimensions of terrorism as a threat to 

global security. The study adopted 

descriptive both qualitative and 

exploratory method in keeping with the 

logic of deductive reasoning of systematic 

inquiry, the study qualitatively explores its 

subject matter by way of a descriptive 

analysis, predicated on scholarly 

exigencies and empirical evidence. The 

results obtained from the study indicated 

that that the activities of ISIS tend to make 

it a terrorist organization and that 

terrorism tends to pose a threat to global 

security. Against this finding, the 

researcher recommends among others 

that bilateral and multi-nationals coalition 

should be strengthened. The African 

Union,  European Union, United States and 

the global community should come 

together to fight terrorism at  human, 

regional, and global levels and the 

Government of Syria should take effective 

measures to prevent the transfer of 

financial or material support to ISIS and 

other armed groups alleged to be 

committing war crimes and serious human 

rights abuses in Syria.  

 

Keywords: ISIS, Syria, Terrorism, Security 

and war. 

INTRODUCTION 

Terrorism is a dynamic phenomenon that 

develops over time, gradually changing 

its shape and activities. It is carried out 

by various organizations in the service of 

different ideologies. Without doubt, 

terrorism evokes strong feelings 

whenever it is discussed. Terrorism 

seems to have increased markedly in the 

past few years. Religious and political 

extremists in various parts of the world 

have continuously attacked the states and 

its apparatuses, multinational co-

operations, high-jacked airlines, bombed 

government buildings, held international 

media personalities hostage, kidnapped 

government officials, business executives, 

take over communities, abduct school 

children, behead people in the most 

gruesome manner and threaten 

international security [1]. The emerging 

trend of terrorism in the contemporary 

world has become a subject of concern 

both at national and international levels. 

The increasing number of terrorist 

organizations across the globe has 

become one of the major impediments to 
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global security. In the 1950s and 1960s, 

terrorism was a prominent instrument 

used by both sides in revolutionary or 

liberation struggles across the globe, be it 

in Asia, Africa, Middle East or Latin 

America.  For example Global Market 

Institute (GMI) Poll conducted in 2006 

among 8,001 respondents in US, Canada, 

France, Germany, Italy, UK, Russia, Japan, 

showed that the fear of terrorism is the 

preeminent issue in all G8 countries [2]. 

Statement of the Problem 

Terrorism is a global trend and is one of 

the greatest problems hindering and 

militating against global security. For 

decades, terrorists have carried out 

attacks against non-combatant targets 

causing massive destruction by means of 

vicious assaults. International terrorism is 

one of the leading problems in this world 

nowadays. Over the past century, 

terrorism has evolved from random 

killings to massive plans for terrorist 

groups. There are a wide range of 

terrorist groups in the world today. 

Transnational terrorism is one of the 

issues, which are increasingly viewed as 

security problems. The year 2001 marked 

a general increase in the sense of urgency 

concerning terrorism in media discourse, 

scientific researches and political and 

international debates on security as a 

result of 9/11 and its aftermath. After 

9/11 and the terrorist attacks in Europe 

and other parts of the world, the 

broadening of the concept of security has 

only become more accentuated, primarily 

in the policy community. The 

transnational dimensions of terrorism 

have increasingly been addressed in 

policymaking in the countries all around 

the world. Whereas historically terrorism 

was predominantly viewed as an internal 

issue, in recent year's transnational 

terrorism has come to be framed as a 

fundamental threat to both national and 

global security.  

With emergence of the Islamic State of 

Iraq and Syria (ISIS), terrorism in the new 

form started gradually and now it has 

become a global problem especially in 

European countries, Middle East and the 

Islam world, and in a way that actually it 

has become a fixed and permanent part of 

contemporary life, and it had affected 

policies of the countries in the level of 

sub national, national and transnational; 

because it has brought various threats 

such as threat to the global security and 

welfare of ordinary people, stability of 

governmental system, health and speed of 

economic development and expansion 

and even survival of democracy for our 

era. The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 

(ISIS) is the biggest threat the middle-east 

has today. They have systematically 

terrorized civilians with mass murders, 

sexual violence, kidnappings and even 

destruction of places of worship. They are 

not sending any warnings, they are not 

giving an avenue for peace, and it is 

either surrender to their will or be killed. 

The activities of this group have become 

so worrisome that many Muslims had 

chided their activities and said that ISIS 

do not represent Islam. But rather they 

are drugged up militants getting high on 

murder, rape, and violence and must be 

stopped. The recent attacks these groups 

launched in Kobani, a northern region in 

Syria bordering them with Turkey shows 

that these groups wanted to encroach into 

Turkey and from there, they can penetrate 

into other European territories and the 

rest of other countries and continents 

thereby making their bloody incursions a 

global threat to security in the entire 

world. 

Based on the above fact, it becomes very 

clear that terrorism is not a welcome 

development in any human society since 

it brings about anarchy which in most 

cases would lead to destruction of lives 

and properties of immeasurable value as 

it adherent tries to defend the dogmas 

and doctrine of ISIS. However, the success 

or failure of any attempt in combating 

terrorism is dependent on the strategy 

employed and it efficacy in maintaining 

global security. Thus, this study will 

examine terrorism and global security 

with focus on the Islamic State of Iraq and 

Syria (ISIS).  
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Research Questions 

1. What is the driving motives behind 

the emergence of ISIS? 

2. What is the impact of the Islamic 

State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) as a 

terrorist group on global security? 

Objectives of the Study 

The main objective of this study is to 

examine terrorism and global security 

with focus on the Islamic State of Iraq and 

Syria (ISIS). Specifically, the study is 

design to: 

1. To identify the driving motives 

behind the emergence 

2. To explore the impact of the 

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 

as a terrorist group on global 

security 

Significance of the Study 

Practically findings from this research 

will help international and national 

leaders, adherent and various level of 

government towards articulating 

strategies in maintaining global security 

against the incidence of terrorism. This 

study also intends to bring out the nature, 

causes and patterns of terrorism as well 

as the effect on global security. It is 

hoped that the result of this study will be 

useful for people to holistically realize 

the menace of terrorism. Empirically, this 

research work will help in providing 

information on the internal factors that 

can counter-terrorism in Nigeria, and 

what it holds for other countries 

undergoing the challenges of internal 

terrorism. Fourth, it is useful to scholars‟ 

especially diplomat, historians, political 

scientists, economists and international 

relations experts who are conducting 

research in related fields. 

Scope of the Study 

This scope of the study covered terrorism 

and global security a case study of the 

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) from 

2000-2010. However, copious references 

were made to more recent dates as the 

philosophers say, that life must be 

understood backwards. But they forget 

the other proposition: that it must be 

lived forwards.” This observation was 

made in 1843 by the Danish philosopher 

Soren Kierkegaard in a journal entry. This 

research study thoroughly reflected a 

broad area of challenges of contemporary 

international relations specifically as it 

hinges on the relationship between global 

terrorism and the structures of 

contemporary global security as a result 

of the onslaught of the Islamic state of 

Iraq and Syrian (ISIS). This study therefore 

exposes the possible and evolving 

implications of the threats terrorist and 

terrorism pose to the global community.  

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

Research design can be defined as a 

systematic plan to study a scientific 

problem. According to [3], a research 

design is a plan, a blue print, which 

specifies how data relating to a given 

problem should be collected and 

analyzed. The design of a study defines 

whether the study is a descriptive or 

experimental study. The design adopted 

is a case-study approach, which uses 

secondary sources of data. Although some 

people dismiss descriptive research as 

mere description, we should understand 

that good description is fundamental to 

the research enterprise and it has added 

immeasurably to our knowledge of the 

shape and nature of our society. Scholars 

have argued that descriptions can be 

concrete or abstract. A relatively concrete 

description might describe the ethnic mix 

of a community, the changing age profile 

of a population or the disparity between 

developed and developing countries. 

Alternatively, the description might ask 

more abstract question such as is the 

level of global insecurity increasing or 

declining? How terrified is our world? Or 

how much security policies are there in 

the world? What role the Islamic State of 

Iraq and Syria as a terrorist organization 

play in the rising increase towards global 

terrorism? Accurate descriptions of such 

posers have historically played a key role 

in security strategies policy reforms. By 

demonstrating the existence of social 

problems, competent description can 

challenge accepted assumptions about the 
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way things are and can provoke action. 

Again, good description provokes the why 

question of explanatory research. If for 

instance, we detect greater global security 

on account of globalization (e.g. People 

from poor countries migrating in droves 

to the rich countries) we are forced to ask 

why this happening is. But before asking 

why? We must be sure about the facts and 

dimensions of phenomenon of Terrorism. 

It is all very well to develop elaborate 

theories as to why society might be more 

polarized along economic and political 

lines now than in the recent past, but if 

the basic premise is wrong (i.e. global 

society is not becoming more polarized) 

then attempts to explain a non-existent 

phenomenon would amount to vain-

chasing. Of course description can 

degenerate to mindless fact gathering or 

abstracted empiricism. There are plenty 

of examples of unfocused surveys and 

case studies that report trivial 

information and fail to provoke any why 

questions or provide any basis for 

generalization. However, this is a function 

of inconsequential descriptions rather 

than an indictment of descriptive 

research itself. 

This study is a descriptive study of 

Terrorism and Global Security (A Case 

Study of the Islamic State of Iraq and 

Syria (ISIS)from 2000-2010. In conducting 

the study we have attempt tempted to 

explore other contingent variables 

impinging on the phenomenon of 

Terrorism and its activities in global 

interactions and the challenges thereto by 

looking at the views of experts and 

making our own deductions. 

Instrument of Data Collection 

Even though the scope of this study is 

wide, considering the nature of the study 

and its subjective nature; the researcher 

could not embark on the administration 

of questionnaires to generate primary 

data. Even the interviews conducted by 

the researcher were informal discussions 

with close academic friends. In essence, 

this study relied heavily on secondary 

sources of data generation such as text 

books, magazines, newspaper, 

periodicals, bulletins, journal, TV 

documentaries and internet sources. 

Method of Data Analysis 

In this study, we adopted content analysis 

as our method of data analysis. The aim 

of the content analysis is to make sense 

of data collected and to highlight the 

important messages, features or findings 

and make generalizations. 

Test of Validity 

[4] has defined validity as the degree to 

which a test measures what it is supposed 

to measure. [5] define it as the degree to 

which a test provides information that is 

very relevant and vital to the decision 

that is to be made.  The implication of 

this definition is that a judgment of 

validity must always be in relation to a 

specific decision or use. In a research 

descriptive study such as we have 

conducted, we expected some margin of 

errors. For instance, most people would 

not be forthcoming with the facts 

regarding what their relatives aboard 

remit to them from time to time because 

they consider such information secret. 

Assurances by the researcher to the 

contrary achieved little essentially 

because in our society, people believe 

that it is not in their best interest to speak 

about such delicate issues as foreign 

remittances by friends and relatives.  

Hence, the best form of measuring the 

validity of our study was to adopt the 

approach of content validity.  This type of 

validity refers to the degree to which an 

instrument measures the variables which 

it is supposed to measure. It measures the 

extent to which the instrument 

corresponds with predictions based on 

adopted theoretical framework. For 

instance, in the world systems theory 

adopted for this study, we looked at the 

logic, interest, argument and intelligence 

of experts who made known their views 

on the impact of terrorism towards global 

security. Certain variables were identified 

as central to Global security. Though 

these variables have no direct 

representation in the empirical world but 

they were used to describe and explain 

certain aspect of Terrorism in global 
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interactions and exchanges. The truth is 

that for every variable in the matrix of 

Terrorism and its effects to global 

security, there is an underlying 

assumption that can be used to describe 

the degree of compliance to such 

perceived role or involvement. 

Test of Reliability 

The reliability of a research instrument 

concerns the extent to which the 

instrument yields the same results on 

repeated trials. Although unreliability is 

always present to a certain extent, there 

will generally be a good deal of 

consistency in the results of a quality 

instrument gathered at different times. 

The tendency toward consistency found 

in repeated measurement is referred to as 

reliability. In scientific research, accuracy 

in measurement is of great importance. 

Scientific research normally measures 

physical attributes which can easily be 

assigned a precise value. For instance, 

very often numerical assessments of the 

mental attributes of human beings are 

accepted readily as numerical 

assessments of their physical attributes. 

Although we may understand that the 

values assigned to mental attributes can 

never be completely precise, the 

imprecision is often looked upon as being 

too small to be of any practical concern. 

However, the magnitude of the 

imprecision is much greater in the 

measurement of mental attributes than in 

that of physical attributes. This fact 

makes it very important that the 

researcher in the social sciences and 

humanities determine the reliability of 

the data gathering instrument to be used. 

But in descriptive research like this, it is 

not easy to measure reliability since 

certain variable to be investigated cannot 

be assigned numerical values through 

which we can calculate coefficients. One 

of the easiest ways to determine the 

reliability of empirical measurement is by 

the retest method in which the same test 

is given to same people after a period of 

time. The reliability of the test 

(instrument) can be estimated by 

examining the consistency of the 

responses between the two tests. If the 

researcher obtains the same results on 

the two administrations of the 

instrument, then the reliability coefficient 

will be 1.00. Normally, the correlation of 

measurement across time will be less than 

perfect due to different experiences and 

attitudes that respondents have 

encountered from the time of the first 

test. The test-retest method is a simple, 

clear cut way to determine reliability, but 

it can be costly and impractical especially 

in this type of descriptive research.  

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF ISIS 

Evolution of Islamic State of Iraq and 

Syria (ISIS) 

Based on the literature findings the 

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) takes 

pride in claiming the Jordanian terrorist, 

Abu Musab al Zarqawi [6] as its founder 

and inspiration, and it has been 

assiduously polishing his reputation 

through its online propaganda. In truth, 

Zarqawi was a local Jordanian hoodlum 

who discovered that he had an ability to 

inspire following through the violent 

pursuit of an anti-State and anti-Shia 

agenda based loosely on the teachings of 

a fellow Jordanian, Abu Mohammed al 

Maqdisi (Isam Mohammad Tahir al 

Barqawi), one of the most famous 

contemporary salafist/takfiri preachers, 

whom he had first met in Afghanistan in 

the 1990s [7]. 

Although in contact with al Qaeda at this 

time, Zarqawi regarded the Levant as a 

more important battleground than the 

West and generally kept his distance from 

Usama bin Laden and Aiman al Zawahiri. 

He set up a training camp in Western 

Afghanistan and established Jund al Sham 

(the Army of the Levant). The US invasion 

of Iraq provided Zarqawi an opportunity 

to build his organization, which he 

renamed al Tawhidwa al 

Jihad(Monotheism and Jihad), and by 

August 2003 he was well established to 

launch three major attacks against the 

Jordanian Embassy in Baghdad, the United 

Nations headquarters there, and the Imam 

Ali Mosque in Najaf, an important Shia 

shrine [8]. 
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[9], pointed out that in 2004, after much 

discussion, Zarqawi joined al Qaeda and 

changed the name of his group to Al 

Qaeda in Iraq (AQI). Zarqawi believed that 

an association with al Qaeda would attract 

10 recruits and funds, while bin Laden 

needed a presence in Iraq as the most 

active front for „jihad‟ at that time. Bin 

Laden may also have hoped to limit 

Zarqawi‟s ability to challenge al Qaeda‟s 

leading role by accepting him as a 

subordinate. Zarqawi then brought 

together several other groups to form the 

Mujahedeen Shura Council in early 2005. 

Zarqawi died in an American airstrike in 

mid-2006 and soon afterwards, under its 

new leader, Abu Hamza al Muhajir, an 

Egyptian close to Zawahiri, the group 

again joined with others to become The 

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), 

headed by Abu Omar al Baghdadi. ISIS was 

thus the local al Qaeda affiliate. Abu 

Hamza and Abu Omar were killed together 

in 2010, by which time the movement had 

been severely degraded even though it 

had allied with many secularist opponents 

of the Iraqi regime who found themselves 

excluded from power as ex Ba‟athists. It 

was at this point that Abu Bakr al 

Baghdadi (Ibrahim Awwad Ibrahim Ali al 

Badri al Samarrai) became leader of the 

movement and set about rebuilding it, 

largely through a relentless campaign of 

car bombs and suicide bombing attacks, 

but subsequently much helped by the 

Syrian civil war, which began in earnest 

around May 2011 [10]. 

Evolution:  

- In 2000, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi 

founded the al-Tawhidwal-Jihad 

- In 2004, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi 

pledge allegiance to al-Qaeda and his 

organization became known as “ al-

Qaeda in Iraq” (AQI) 

- In 2006 the same was changed to 

“MajlisShura al-Mujahideen” (Abu 

OmaraQurashi al-Baghdadi was 

appointed to head said organization) 

and then to “Islamic State in Iraq” 

until 2013 

- In 2010, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi was 

appointed following the 

assassination of “Abu Omar al-

Qurashi Al-Baghdadi 

- In 2011, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi sent 

fighters to Syria, calling upon 

immigration of fighters to Syria; 

thus the establishment of the al-

Nusra Front in Syria headed by “Abu 

Mohammad al-Julani 

- In 2014, “ISIS” takes control over 

Iraqi/Syrian boarders and several 

districts in both countries. “Abu 

Bakr al-Baghdadi” names himself a 

“Caliph” and the foundation of the 

Islamic State.  

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 

Growth in Financial Operations 

According to [11] the Islamic State keep 

its war-machine going, including by 

supplying and maintaining equipment, 

rewarding successful operations, and 

providing salaries to its living fighters 

and benefits to the dependents of those 

who have died. There could be over 

30,000 fighters, who are said to receive 

anything from $200 a month, depending 

on nationality and size of family, which, 

if true is a significant increase over the 

$41 per month they received prior to 

2010. In addition, the fighters receive free 

housing, generally by being allocated 

accommodation confiscated from Shia, 

Christians, and other non-Sunni 

inhabitants, as well as from Sunnis who 

have decided to flee [12]. 

The findings also reveal that Islamic State 

of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) has to maintain the 

civilian infrastructure of the towns and 

villages it has captured and pay an 

increasing army of employees to manage 

its administration. Monthly salaries range 

from $300 to as much as $2,000 for those 

in senior management positions. In 

addition it must pay for its propaganda 

campaign and bribes and inducements to 

tribal leaders and others whom it needs to 

influence and cannot merely kill. All in 

all, its expenses may equate to those of 

the Iraqi government before The Islamic 

State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS)took control. 

However, the Islamic State of Iraq and 

Syria (ISIS) had around $875 million in 

cash and assets before the fall of Mosul 
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earlier that month. Although discounted 

by the governor of Nineveh and bank 

officials, it is widely reported that the 

group seized up to an additional $430 

million from the Central Bank in Mosul 

and other financial institutions after their 

capture. In addition, The Islamic State of 

Iraq and Syria (ISIS) has seized enormous 

amounts of government property, 

including military equipment abandoned 

by the Iraqi Army [13]. 

Islamic States and the Use of 

Psychological Warfare 

[14] states that the Islamic State regularly 

disseminates graphic images of violence 

that are a form of psychological warfare 

aimed at instilling fear among its enemies 

and constituents alike. The group chooses 

to release information according to need 

and to changes in the local context. For 

example, if it senses that a local 

population is starting to get restive, it 

disseminates more propaganda about its 

development initiatives, and if it senses a 

growing potential for political or military 

challenges, it releases more brutal images 

in order to instill fear in its opponents 

[15]. 

High-cost, higher-return tactics have 

helped the group to achieve both military 

and propagandistgains at once, with what 

has sometimes been referred to as 

“propaganda of the deed.” That was the 

case during attacks in Syria‟s Raqqa 

Province in the summer of 2014. In one 

instance, a suicide bomber attacked the 

gate at the base that was home to the 

Syrian Army‟s Seventeenth Division, 

creating an entry point for a second 

suicide bomber, who attacked the 

headquarters inside. Soon after gaining 

access to the base, the Islamic State 

decapitated the base commander. Within 

the hour, this achievement was 

announced over loudspeakers as the 

battle was raging, and images of it were 

immediately released on Twitter. This 

lowered morale among the base‟s 700 

soldiers and helped the Islamic State to 

take over the base [16]. 

According to [17] the same tactic was 

used in an attack on Raqqa‟sTabqa 

airport, where the heads of dozens of 

regime soldiers were hung in public 

spaces as a way of instilling fear in the 

enemy and showing off to potential and 

existing recruits as well as the local 

population. Following a massive 

promotion campaign through social 

media, the Islamic State compensated for 

the few hundred fighters it lost in the 

Tabqa battle and other battles in 2014 

with 6,000 new fighters. Propaganda has 

also been used to help overcome military 

limitations. When the Islamic State was 

unable to expand further east because of 

resistance from Shia-majority areas in 

Iraqafter its advance on Mosul, the group 

announced the “return” of the caliphate 

on June 29, 2014 and its leader, Abu Bakr 

al-Baghdadi, made his first public 

appearance, giving a sermon as the 

“Caliph Ibrahim” at the Great Mosque in 

Mosul [18]. 

           Centralized Media Operations 

The Islamic State is able to use 

propaganda so efficiently because its 

media operations are highly centralized, 

with careful control over what is 

publicized when. All Twitter accounts 

associated with the group are centrally 

managed. When new high-profile fighters 

join the Islamic State, they are pressured 

to hand over their social media accounts 

to the organization [19]. Centralized 

control also protects the Islamic State 

from making errors that could prove fatal. 

Similar to the method used by Hezbollah, 

and unlike other Islamist jihadist groups 

in Syria, the Islamic State does not 

normally photograph or film its 

commanders; most of their names and 

photographs are only revealed in the 

event of their death (and, while they are 

alive, any photographs that are circulated 

carry fake names). This means that 

leaders of the group who have been killed 

by the international coalition‟s campaign 

have mainly not been key commanders 

because the latter largely remain 

underground and unknown [20]. 

[21], points out that the Islamic State does 

not boast about specific military 

operations or their locations, keeping the 
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videos it posts vague, likely worried that 

the release of some information could 

expose the group militarily and attract a 

counterattack. The group has also leaked 

incorrect information about the location 

of planned operations and then 

conducted strikes elsewhere. As such, it 

avoids the mistakes of other rebel groups, 

whose members or sympathizers have 

revealed sensitive military information. In 

one such incident in 2014, an activist 

sympathetic to Jabhat al- Nusra posted 

the details of a Nusra convoy heading 

from one village to another in the 

northwest of DeirEzzor on Facebook, 

including exactly which weapons the 

convoy was carrying, thereby exposing it 

to attacks by the Islamic State and the 

regime [22]. 

The findings indicates that certain 

operations are publicized heavily, such as 

the execution of 250 Syrian soldiers 

following the takeover of Tabqa airport in 

Raqqa in the summer of 2014. Videos of 

such operations are used to show that the 

Islamic State is effective when other 

groups are not and to help with 

recruitment as well as lowering enemy 

morale. The Islamic State also closely 

monitors sympathetic media, and the 

group has killed and kidnapped 

independent journalists. In rare cases, the 

group has attempted to brainwash 

journalists in its custody, but it generally 

prefers to murder foreign or local 

reporters it does not consider friendly to 

its cause [23]. 

On occasion, the Islamic State agreed to 

host foreign “embedded” journalists as a 

way to promote itself internationally. 

However, the group was not pleased with 

the reports made by those journalists, 

saying that they misrepresented reality, 

and shut the door to outside reporters. 

This monopoly over footage and news 

from areas it controls helps the Islamic 

State in its global recruitment by 

minimizing alternative frameworks to its 

narratives. Similar to the method used by 

Hezbollah, the group also closely 

monitors and quotes what it considers to 

be enemy writings about it as a way to 

claim epistemological superiority over its 

opponents [24]. 

IMPACT OF ISIS ON GLOBAL SECURITY 

          The Islamic States and its Impact 

on International Peace and Security 

Since 2013 the Islamic State (IS, aka the 

Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, 

ISIL/ISIS) has expanded its control over 

areas of northwestern Iraq and 

northeastern Syria, threatening the 

security of the region and drawing 

increased attention from the international 

community [25]. The Islamic State of Iraq 

and Syria (ISIS) has thrived in the 

disaffected Sunni Muslim-inhabited areas 

of Iraq and taken control of some Sunni 

dominated provinces in eastern and 

central Syria. The Islamic State of Iraq and 

Syria (ISIS) tactics have drawn the anger of 

the international community, and raised 

new U.S. attention to Iraq‟s political 

problems and to the civil war in Syria. The 

group also has sought to establish 

branches elsewhere in the Muslim world, 

and has attracted organized support in 

Egypt, Libya, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, 

Yemen, and Afghanistan. It also appears 

to be inspiring attacks in Europe, and 

possibly in the United States [26]. 

In February 2015 congressional 

testimony, U.S. Director for National 

Intelligence James Clapper confirmed the 

intelligence community‟s earlier estimate 

that the Islamic State can muster 

“somewhere in the range between 20 and 

32,000 fighters”. [27] but noted that there 

had been “substantial attrition” in its 

ranks since August 2014 and that the 

group had been turning to conscription in 

some areas. As of March 2015, 

international community officials 

estimated that coalition air strikes and 

ground operations had killed thousands 

of ISIS personnel. However, thousands of 

recruits also reportedly have joined the 

organization since the start of coalition 

military operations, and U.S. officials 

have stated that uncertainty about 

casualty-to-replacement ratios for the 

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS)may 

persist until new information about ISIS 

recruiting and conscription, as well as 
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flows of foreign fighters to the conflict 

zone, can be more fully reconciled with 

intelligence about ongoing battlefield 

attrition. 

Based on the findings statements and 

media materials released by the Islamic 

State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) reflect an 

uncompromising, exclusionary worldview 

and a relentless ambition [28]. Statements 

by ISIS leader Abu Bakr al Baghdadi and 

ISIS spokesman Abu Mohammed al Adnani 

feature sectarian calls for violence and 

identify Shiites, non-Muslims, and 

unsupportive Sunnis as enemies in the 

group‟s struggle to revive their vision of 

“the caliphate.” The group describes Iraqi 

Shiites derogatorily as “rejectionists” and 

“polytheists” and paints the Iraqi 

government as a puppet of Iran. Similarire 

is aimed at Syrian Alawites and the Asad 

government, although some sources 

allege that operatives for the Islamic State 

of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and its antecedents 

benefitted from financial and security 

arrangements with Damascus that began 

during the 2003-2011 U.S. military 

presence in Iraq [29]. 

A shooting attack by U.S. nationals in 

Texas in May 2015 was claimed by ISIS 

personnel overseas, but U.S. officials had 

not suggested any direct operational links 

between the attackers and the Islamic 

State organization as of early May. In 

November 2014, National 

Counterterrorism Centre (NCTC) Director 

Nicholas Rasmussen said in congressional 

testimony that “the (ISIS) threat beyond 

the Middle East is real, although thus far 

limited in sophistication. However, if left 

unchecked, over time we can expect ISIS‟s 

capabilities to mature, and the threat to 

the United States homeland ultimately to 

increase. “In May 2015, a State 

Department official described the Islamic 

State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS)as posing a 

formidable, enormous threat, and 

estimated that the group has attracted 

more than 22,000 foreign fighters from 

more than 100 countries [30]. 

AL Baghdadi has threatened to attack the 

United States since 2012, and routinely 

describes the United States and its non-

Muslim allies as “crusaders,” while 

encouraging Islamic State of Iraq and 

Syria (ISIS) supporters to attack U.S. 

persons, facilities, and interests overseas 

and at home. The group‟s propaganda 

suggests that it welcomes the prospect of 

direct confrontation with the United 

States and its partners, viewing such 

conflict as a harbinger of apocalyptic 

confrontations described in some Islamic 

religious materials. In November 2014, Al 

Baghdadi argued the Islamic State of Iraq 

and Syria (ISIS)would continue to expand 

and welcomed the potential introduction 

of Western ground forces, saying: “soon, 

the Jews and Crusaders will be forced to 

come down to the ground and send their 

ground forces to their deaths and 

destruction, by Allah‟s permission. “Some 

unconfirmed reports suggest Al Baghdadi 

has been injured, with uncertain 

implications for the leadership of the 

Islamic State organization. Nevertheless, 

in May 2015, an audio recording 

purportedly from AlBaghdadi praised the 

Islamic State‟s fighters, called for more 

Sunni support, and promised continued 

war against the group‟s enemies [31]. 

Threats Posed by Syria- and Iraq-Based 

Sunni Extremists 

According to [32] for every event in 

human endeavor, there is always definite 

cause and effect. War is one of the 

conventional causes which effects 

represent greater impact in various forms 

on the world peace and security. War or 

armed conflicts in one way or the other 

always have memorable consequential 

impact on the peace and security of the 

world. Such effects that have been rightly 

qualified as “Legal Effects “are 

specifically classified into effects in 

reaction to the interstates affairs relations 

between belligerent states and enemy 

nationals, the impact of war on private 

relations as well as in the light illegal war. 

When interpreting the Peace Treaty of 

Nevilly, the World Court i.e. the ICJ 

contrasted the relations between 

belligerent states which are “governed by 

the laws of war” with those affairs 

between belligerent and non-belligerent 
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states which are governed by the “law of 

peace and neutrality”. In essence, the laws 

of war and neutrality considerably 

widened the discretionary powers of 

belligerent states towards one another 

and towards non -belligerent states. Thus, 

the varied relations in time of peace is 

naturally distinguished from the relations 

between the warring parties known as the 

belligerents as well as between any of 

them and the neutral states and 

ultimately between private individuals or 

nationals of the belligerent or neutral 

states in times of war [33]. Hostility or 

armed conflict symbolizes because while 

the consequential impact on the peace 

and security of the international 

community sufficiently represent the 

effect [34]. 

Since January 2014, U.S. officials have 

made several public statements 

describing the potential for Syria-based 

extremists to pose terrorist threats to the 

United States. In particular, U.S. and 

European officials have highlighted the 

threat that may be posed by foreign 

fighters, some of whom hold U.S. and 

European passports. Central Intelligence 

Agency Director John Brennan said in 

testimony before the House Permanent 

Select Committee on Intelligence in 

February 2014 that there are three groups 

of people that are a concern, from an 

extremist standpoint; Ahraral Sham, 

Jabhat al Nusra, which is the Al Qaeda 

element within Syria, and the Islamic 

State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). It‟s those 

latter two most dedicated to the terrorist 

agenda [35]. 

In August 2014, the U.S. government 

supported the adoption of U.N. Security 

Council Resolution 2170, which 

strengthened international sanctions; 

measures designed to combat the Islamic 

State, Jabhat al Nusra, and Al Qaeda-

affiliated entities. The resolution calls 

upon all Member States “to take national 

measures to suppress the flow of foreign 

terrorist fighters to and bring to justice, 

in accordance with applicable 

international law, foreign terrorist 

fighters of ISIS, ANF and all other 

individuals, groups, undertakings and 

entities associated with Al Qaida and 

reiterates Member States‟ obligation to 

prevent terrorist travel, limit supplies of 

weapons and financing, and exchange 

information on the groups. On September 

5, Secretary of State John Kerry and 

Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel 

announced plans to “form a multinational 

taskforce to share more information 

about the flow of foreign fighters into 

Syria and from Syria into Iraq,” saying, 

“These foreign fighters represent an acute 

threat to our NATO allies [37]. 

Islamic State Terror Short-Term Risks 

The Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 

and the Al-Nusrah Front for the People of 

the Levant (ANF) ISIS and ANF pose a 

significant threat to the population‟s 

resident in the territories they have 

seized. Both groups have a track record of 

summary killings of detainees, many 

filmed and released on social media or 

video -sharing sites. These killings 

straddle many different communities. 

While minorities and Shia Muslims have 

borne the brunt of this violence, many 

Sunnis have also been murdered at the 

hands of ISIS and ANF. There are also 

credible reports of rape and other forms 

of sexual violence. ISIS and ANF threaten 

health and humanitarian workers from 

Iraq and the Syrian Arab Republic who are 

trying to alleviate human suffering. They 

have targeted and killed journalists for 

simply doing their job. They have taken 

and murdered hostages either in efforts 

to generate ransom payments or for 

political Messaging [38]. 

The actions of ISIS and ANF also pose a 

serious threat to territorial integrity of 

Iraq and the Syrian Arab Republic. The 

presence of ISIS complicates efforts to 

forge a fresh political order in Iraq, 

despite the establishment of a new and 

more inclusive Government. The actions 

of both ISIS and ANF in the Syrian Arab 

Republic challenge moves towards a 

political settlement in a complex, violent 

civil war that has already lasted for over 

three years. Foreign terrorist fighter 

networks within ISIS and ANF already 
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threaten a range of other States, with 

those in ANF appearing to have supported 

a covert network of core Al-Qaida external 

operations attack planners, the so -called 

“Khorasan group”. 

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 

Terror Long-term risks 

The long-term risks from ISIS and ANF are 

many. In the region, both groups threaten 

civilian populations with the risk of 

summary executions, rape, extortion, the 

forced expulsion of ethnic and religious 

minorities, intimidation and violence 

towards the Sunni and Shia Muslim 

population, and the continuing use of 

IEDs and suicide bombers in 

indiscriminate attacks in public places. If 

either group continues to seize territory 

and dominate local populations, these 

risks will persist. Meanwhile ISIS will 

continue to exacerbate sectarian tensions 

through its violence towards Shia Muslims 

and through the killing and oppression of 

Sunnis who reject its warped, extremist 

ideology. This will likely have an impact 

beyond Iraq and the Syrian Arab Republic, 

generating tensions in the region [39]. 

This could have a broader impact on 

inter-State relations in the Middle East, in 

addition to increasing internal tensions 

among communities. The exclusivist 

ideology of ANF, meanwhile, also 

encourages violence against minorities 

and against many Muslims, both Sunni 

and Shia. The campaign against minorities 

has already altered the demography of 

Iraq and the Syrian Arab Republic; if this 

expanded it could threaten further 

pogroms against civilians and reshape the 

social geography of a number of countries 

in the Middle East [40]. The threat beyond 

the region derives from three primary 

strands. The first of these are the large 

and diverse networks of foreign terrorist 

fighters, primarily associated with ISIS 

but also present within ANF, that 

originate from over 80 countries and 

number over 15,000.Just as ANF and ISIS 

were established by veterans, there is a 

high risk that alumni of ISIS and ANF will 

threaten peace and security in other 

countries in the months and years to 

come.  

Not all foreign terrorist fighters will 

pursue Al - Qaida-associated goals when 

they leave Iraq and the Syrian Arab 

Republic, but a number will, and these 

will engage in radicalization, recruitment 

and terrorist attack planning. There is 

also a clear intent by ISIS to target the 

West and a range of other Member States, 

as demonstrated by ISIS propaganda on 

the Internet as well as the execution of 

four Western hostages since August 2014 

and attacks like the one in Belgium 

perpetrated by assailants associated 

operationally and ideologically with ANF 

and ISIS. This is also supported by plans 

of selected foreign terrorist fighters to 

conduct attacks in their countries of 

origin [41]. 

According to [42] a range of ethnic 

Chechen terrorist commanders from the 

Russian Federation are fighting with ANF, 

but with continuing loyalties to 

EmaratKavkaz. Their short - term 

presence in the Syrian Arab Republic 

should not mask their long-term objective 

to resume their campaign against the 

Russian Federation or generate new 

terrorist networks in Europe. ISIS fighters 

include experienced combat troops 

veterans of conventional engagements 

against United States forces inside Iraq, 

including some former Iraqi armed forces 

members, both pre- and post-2003. The 

transfer of skills from these to incoming 

foreign terrorist fighters represents 

another dimension of the threat.  

Moreover, in the case of ISIS, the potential 

to use seized funds to resource future 

terrorist attacks is another risk, and may 

even be a factor in some of the more 

opportunistic announcements of 

affiliation by Al- Qaida-associated groups. 

The second is the power of the toxic 

ideology of ISIS and ANF, neatly packaged 

in digital propaganda available in varying 

forms and many languages. This 

radicalizing material, from videos to 

social media feeds, from online 

magazines to cults of personality 

anchored around deceased terrorists, 
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could help sustain a new wave of actions 

related to the Al -Qaida movement. ISIS 

propaganda, meanwhile, is setting a new 

standard within the Al -Qaida movement. 

Its Al- Hayat Media Centre is a 

sophisticated operation. Its videos are 

professionally produced, and its materials 

are translated into a number of different 

languages [43]. 

However, in contrast to Al-Qaida core, 

which has largely centralized the 

production and dissemination of its 

propaganda message, ISIS is taking full 

advantage of a plural and decentralized 

social media environment. Using a crowd 

-sourcing strategy, ISIS produces digital 

propaganda in greater volumes and with 

greater frequency than other groups. This 

diversification complicates attempts to 

attack the ISIS messaging campaign. One 

speech by ISIS spokesman Abou Mohamed 

Al-Adnani (QI.A.325.14), for example, was 

translated into seven languages (English, 

Turkish, Dutch, French, German, 

Indonesian and Russian). 

Counterterrorism officials from a number 

of Member States have expressed their 

concern about the high quality and rapid 

spread of ISIS propaganda material, which 

is often distributed (and reposted) even in 

countries with no past presence of Al -

Qaida cells. Social media are also used 

extensively to recruit, promote, 

propagandize and publically display and 

glorify extreme violence to intimidate 

opponents and critics of ISIS [44]. 

According to [45], the temporary progress 

of ISIS has already excited a wave of 

emulation by other groups, including 

networks outside the Middle East. A series 

of declarations of allegiance to ISIS from 

groups in locations as varied as North 

Africa, South Asia and South-East Asia 

point to the widespread influence of ISIS. 

It also threatens to provoke further so -

called “lone wolf” attacks in which self -

radicalized individuals launch difficult - 

to -anticipate terrorist attacks. ISIS 

branding has already appeared in a viral 

wave of “selfies” at a range of 

international locations, suggesting that 

ISIS rhetoric has the ability to animate a 

small but scattered cross - section of 

international youth. One risk from this 

radicalizing ideology is the rise of less 

visible radicalization.  

A wide range of non -combatants provide 

critical support to Al –Qaida networks in 

the form of propaganda, funding, 

recruitment, facilitation, advice on travel 

and equipment and the cultivation of 

community support. The third threat 

derives from operational innovation that 

has taken place during the fighting in Iraq 

and the Syrian Arab Republic, including 

the technically advanced use of “tunnel 

bombs” to target high – value security 

force buildings among other targets. The 

depth of veteran experience among local 

and foreign terrorist fighters runs the risk 

of creating a long - wave, transnational 

cadre and mobile expert terrorists who 

can combine terrorist, guerrilla and 

conventional tactics when planning 

attacks [46]. 

It was observed that the impact of the ISIS 

phenomenon will be long -term and likely 

substantial, even in the event of the 

group‟s progress being rapidly and 

comprehensively reversed in late 2014. 

The parallel with previous conflicts 

involving Al -Qaida networks, such as the 

one in Afghanistan, is striking, as the 

international community continues to 

grapple with its after -effects decades 

later. At the time of writing, ongoing 

airstrikes by a coalition of Member States 

could disrupt the conventional 

capabilities of ISIS and ANF and make the 

groups revert to more asymmetric 

attacks. If ISIS is pushed back inside Iraq 

and the Syrian Arab Republic, it is likely 

to seek fresh avenues to advance its goals 

through organizing terrorist attacks 

elsewhere. ISIS has pursued a strategy of 

“shock and awe” to create fear, attract 

supporters and establish its primacy 

within the overall Al -Qaida movement 

[47]. 
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CONCLUSION 

Based on the findings the study concludes 

that roots of the IS can be traced back to 

the early 2000s, particularly, the United 

States (US) invasion of Saddam Hussein‟s 

Iraq in2003. While the US-led coalition 

forces were trying to establish control in 

Iraq, a group by the name al-Qaeda in Iraq 

(AQI) was formed in 2004, primarily to 

wage a guerrilla war against the coalition 

forces and their domestic allies within 

Iraq. In other words, IS had started as an 

al -Qaeda franchise. The first leader of 

AQI was an Arab of Jordanian descent 

named Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. The US 

State Department declared AQI as a 

terrorist organization. Al- Zarqawi‟s AQI 

started an extremely brutal campaign to 

“ignite a sectarian war against the 

majority Shia community”. 

However, al- Zarqawi‟s leadership was cut 

short as he was killed in a US airstrike, 

and he was replaced by Abu Ayyub al-

Masri in October 2006. Abu Ayyub al-

Masri changed the name of the group 

from AQI to Islamic State in Iraq (ISI), and 

named Abu Omar al-Baghdadi as its 

leader. The name ISI was given with an 

aim to garner support from the people of 

Iraq. In 2010, Abu Ayyub al-Masri and Abu 

Omar al-Baghdadi met the same fate as 

alZarqawi (as he was killed in a joint US-

Iraq operation). From April 2010 onwards, 

the onus of running ISI fell on Abu Bakr 

al-Baghdadi, who again changed the name 

of the outfit to Islamic State in Iraq and 

the Levant (ISIL) or ISIS. ISIL has been 

named after Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, in 

early 2013, declared the absorption of al-

Qaeda backed militant group in Syria, 

known as Jabhat al-Nusraor Al-Nusra 

Front. 

The one of the most serious threats to 

peace and security that have engulfed a 

large portion of the Middle East is the 

emergence of the Sunni Muslim extremist 

group, infamously known as the Islamic 

State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), or Islamic 

State of Iraq and Levant (ISIL). After 

capturing a sizeable territory in Iraq and 

Syria, the group changed its name to 

Islamic State (IS). The main objective 

behind the inception of this dreaded 

armed group was to establish a caliphate, 

or an Islamic state, based on Sharia law, 

across the world. On 29 June 2014, IS 

declared its leader Abu Bakr al Baghdadi 

as the new caliph, or the “leader of the 

faithful”. His real name is Ibrahim Awwad 

Ibrahim Ali al-Badri al- Samarrai, but to 

his followers, he is Caliph Ibrahim.  

The word Caliph or Khilafa in Arabic 

means “successor” and this signifies the 

ultimate ambition of the leader to 

establish the above mentioned state [48]. 

The last Caliphate was destroyed with the 

fall of the Ottoman Empire in the World 

War I.A rather quick unfolding of such a 

situation in this already war-torn region 

has shaken up security establishments in 

the region. Most importantly, the larming 

pace at which the militant group is 

gaining control over a large swaths of 

territory in Iraq and Syria is something 

that the affected countries‟ political and 

security establishments need to grapple 

with. IS‟s resonance is being felt in 

Europe, Central Asia and South Asia, 

including India. 

Based on the findings the study concludes 

that U.S. military options should be 

evaluated in this broader context. 

Ultimately, U.S. military options should be 

deployed in the service of a broader 

political and diplomatic strategy. A more 

aggressive U.S. military posture in the 

absence of a deeper, coherent strategy is 

unlikely to bring Syria closer to 

resolution, improve humanitarian 

conditions, or minimize regional 

spillover. In fact, such involvement could 

exacerbate the situation. Moreover, 

greater U.S. military involvement in Syria 

must be assessed not only in terms of 

whether it would bring Syria closer to 

resolution. The impact of military 

engagement must also be measured on an 

Arab world that is fraught with tension 

and in the midst of destabilizing change. 

Across the region-from North Africa to 

Egypt to the Levant and the Gulf- U.S. 

engagement has been met with suspicion 

and at times, outright hostility. Policy 
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makers and military planners therefore 

must also assess the impact of greater 

U.S. military engagement on this volatile 

region more broadly. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings the study 

recommends that the air strikes campaign 

should be complemented with the 

creation of a national guard in Iraq that 

includes representatives of the country‟s 

Sunni as well as Shia communities, in 

order to prevent the Islamic State from 

playing on Sunni grievances, and with the 

strengthening of the only remaining 

moderate opposition coalition fighting 

the Islamic State in Syria, the Southern 

Front. There is need to help Southern 

Front at the coordination and financial 

levels to be able to attract other 

independent brigades to join it. In 

addition, the more the moderate 

opposition is shown to be able to deliver, 

the higher the level of local trust in it, 

which would translate into increased 

impact and operational efficiency. This is 

not only because local support increases 

the Southern Front‟s information-

gathering capacity, but also because it 

facilitates the Southern Front‟s work with 

local civilian councils. This is crucial 

because the Southern Front operates in 

Daraa, a strategic location only 100 

kilometers (about 62 miles) from 

Damascus. If the Islamic State manages to 

overwhelm the Southern Front, it will be 

easier for the group to advance toward 

Damascus. 

The study recommends that in the long 

term, plans for an equitable distribution 

of resources and for giving citizens a say 

in local governance would restore trust in 

government and attract those who are 

affiliating themselves with the Islamic 

State in pursuit of material gain. One way 

to achieve this would be through 

initiating a discussion about federalism in 

Syria and Iraq and getting Syrians to 

decide on the shape and implementation 

of such a governance structure. 

Ultimately, the way to eradicate the 

Islamic State is not by conducting military 

strikes alone, but by cutting its two main 

lifelines: grievances in Iraq and the Syrian 

conflict. There is need to address 

sectarianism in Iraq and implementing a 

wider comprehensive road map to end the 

Syrian conflict. 

The international community and other 

actors 

The international community and other 

actors should understand that effectively 

coping with the phenomenon of terrorism 

requires local and international action on 

two levels addressing both terrorists‟ 

motivation and their operational 

capabilities. It is a state‟s responsibility 

and duty to protect its citizens, and so it 

must work to reduce terrorist 

organizations‟ operational capabilities 

through preventative and offensive action 

(and sometimes also defensive action) 

based on intelligence resources. The 

international community should also 

understand that establishing an alliance 

of countries that share the common goal 

of effectively countering global terrorism 

would be one step in creating a broad-

based and international response to 

terrorism. Such an alliance could reflect 

the NATO model, but, unlike NATO would 

include third-world, Arab and Muslim 

states in addition to Western countries for 

effectiveness. 

The UN must make efforts to eradicate 

radical Islamic terrorism and encourage 

democracy in the Muslim world should 

start with a long and thorough stage of 

pragmatic liberal education and legal 

restrictions on incitement to violence and 

terrorism. Such efforts can take place 

both within Muslim countries and 

internally in western states with large 

Muslim communities. 

Governments of Syria and Iraq 

The study recommends that Governments 

of Syria and Iraq must accept a shared 

responsibility to investigate and 

prosecute war crimes and other crimes 

under international law committed in 

Syria and elsewhere in the world. In 

particular, seek to exercise universal 

jurisdiction over these crimes before 

national courts in fair trials and without 
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recourse to the death penalty. 

Additionally, the study recommends that 

government of Syria must call on states to 

suspend arms transfers to ISIS and other 

armed groups implicated in the 

commission of war crimes and serious 

human rights abuses. 
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