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ABSTRACT 

This topical focus of research on terrorism 

has frequently been critiqued for being too 

narrow, too event-driven and too strongly 

tied to governments’ counterterrorism 

policies. Several fluctuations 

notwithstanding, research on terrorism 

has retained a strong focus on the Islamic 

extremist, al-Qaeda, jihadist terrorism, the 

Isis, Boko Haram, more generally, and the 

geographic areas most strongly associated 

with this type of terrorist violence. Various 

assay like the INTERPOL, GTI and GTD is 

been used for accurate records. Results 

also indicate that the field remains event-

driven and consistently underemphasizes 

state terrorism as well as non-jihadist 

terrorism, such as that perpetrated by 

right-wing extremists. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Terrorism is, in the broadest sense, the 

use of intentional violence, generally 

against civilians, for political purposes. 

[1] It is used in this regard primarily to 

refer to violence during peacetime or in 

context of war against non-combatants 

(mostly civilians and neutral military 

personnel). Terrorism encompasses a 

range of complex threats like organized 

terrorism in conflict zones, foreign 

terrorist fighters, radicalized ‗lone 

wolves‘, and attacks using chemical, 

biological, radiological, nuclear and 

explosive materials. [2] Terrorist groups 

incite individuals, often young people, to 

leave their communities across the world 

and travel to conflict zones, primarily in 

Iraq and Syria and increasingly in Libya. 

The way recruits are targeted and 

radicalized has shifted, with a greater 

focus on social media and other digital 

channels. 

Biometric data is of increasing importance 

in identifying foreign terrorist fighters 

and preventing them from crossing 

borders, while we also promote the 

exchange of battlefield data between the 

military and police. [3] Through 

INTERPOL, the world‘s police can share 

intelligence and alerts on transnational 

terrorist networks, to better understand 

their methods, motives and financing and 

– ultimately – to identify and arrest 

suspects. [4] 

Terrorism is also the deliberate killing of 

innocent people, at random, to spread 

fear through a whole population and force 

the hand of its political leaders. Terrorism 

can be perpetrated by individuals and/or 

groups inspired by or associated with 

designated foreign terrorist organizations 

or nations (state-sponsored). [5] It can 

also be perpetrated by individuals and/or 

groups inspired by or associated with 

primarily U.S.-based movements that 

espouse extremist ideologies of a 

political, religious, social, racial, or 

environmental nature. 

The Current Threat 

The FBI is committed to remaining agile in 

its approach to the terrorism threat, 

which has continued to evolve 

significantly since the September 11, 

2001 terror attacks on U.S. soil. [6] The 

threat landscape has expanded 

considerably, though it is important to 

note that the more traditional threat 

posed by al Qaeda and its affiliates is still 

present and active and also the current 

Boko haram attack in West African region. 

The threat of domestic terrorism also 

remains persistent overall, with actors 

crossing the line from First Amendment 

protected rights to committing crimes to 

further their political agenda. [7] 
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The United Nations has warned that a 

recent pause in international terrorist 

violence may soon end, with a new wave 

of attacks possible before the end of the 

year. In a report, specialist monitors at 

the UN security council paint a worrying 

picture of a global Islamist extremist 

movement that continues to pose a 

significant threat despite recent setbacks. 

[8] The authors raise concerns about up to 

30,000 foreigners who travelled to the 

―caliphate‖ to fight and who may still be 

alive. ―Their future prospects will be of 

international concern for the foreseeable 

future,‖ the report says. ―Some may join 

al-Qaida or other terrorist brands that 

may emerge. Some will become leaders or 

radicalisers.‖ The report is based on 

information supplied by intelligence 

agencies of UN member states, and 

provides a glimpse of collective thinking 

among security services around the 

world. It notes that, though the 

geographical caliphate of Islamic State 

has ceased to exist, member states agree 

many of the underlying factors that gave 

rise to [Islamic State] still exist, which 

suggests that the threat from it and al-

Qaida, or similar groups is unlikely to 

decline further. Though there have been 

fewer successful attacks since 2015 and 

2016, when extremists killed hundreds of 

people in France, Belgium and Germany, 

the threat to Europe ―remains high‖. [9] A 

major concern is the radicalisation of 

prison ―inmates afflicted by poverty, 

marginalisation, frustration, low self-

esteem and violence‖. A further challenge 

is the imminent release of some of the 

first wave of returnees to be imprisoned 

after returning from the Islamic State‘s 

caliphate, which was established across a 

swath of land in Iraq and Syria in 2014. 

―Deradicalisation programmes have not 

proven to be fully effective. The most 

combat-hardened fighters serving longer 

sentences are not yet approaching release 

from prison. They remain dangerous and 

continue to pose a challenge both inside 

and outside the penal system,‖ the report 

notes. [10] 

European states estimate that as many as 

6,000 of their citizens travelled to Iraq 

and Syria to join Isis or other extremist 

groups. About a third were killed, while 

another third remain detained in the 

region or have travelled elsewhere. [11] 

Two thousand or more may have returned 

to Europe, the report says. The challenge 

posed by dependants of foreign terrorist 

fighters living in overcrowded 

displacement camps in Syria where US-

backed militia are holding thousands of 

militants and their family members is also 

significant. Isis members brought a large 

number of children into territories run by 

the group or bore babies who are now 

orphaned, destitute or even stateless, and 

whose future is uncertain. Western 

countries have so far been unwilling to 

take back citizens who went to Syria to 

join Islamic State – seeing them as a 

security risk if they return home but 

knowing they may be unable to prosecute 

them. [12] According to the report, Isis 

has access to between $50m and $300m 

remaining from the revenues of the 

caliphate and is using propaganda to 

maintain the group‘s reputation as the 

leading global terrorist brand – the 

―virtual caliphate‖. ―When it has the time 

and space to reinvest in an external 

operations capability, the Islamic State 

will direct and facilitate international 

attacks in addition to the Isil-inspired 

attacks that continue to occur in many 

locations around the world. The current 

abatement of such attacks, therefore, may 

not last long, possibly not even until the 

end of 2019.‖ The report says Isis leaders 

did not have advanced knowledge about 

bloody attacks on churches and hotels in 

Sri Lanka, that ―It was a locally instigated 

and led attack inspired by Isis ideology. 

[13] The bombings aimed to boost the 

global image of Isis after its military 

defeat in Iraq and the Syrian Arab 

Republic. The report notes that al-Qaida 

remains resilient, but points out that the 

health of its 68-year-old leader, Ayman al-

Zawahiri is poor. Officials in the US 

confirmed that Hamza bin Laden, a son of 

Osama bin Laden, the founder of the 

organisation, was killed within the last 

two years. Hamza, 30, was being groomed 

as a possible leader of al-Qaida. [14] A 

major part of the report is devoted to 

West Africa, which has seen a sharp rise 
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in violence motivated by Islamic 

militants. Intelligence services appear 

divided over whether the newly 

established Isis affiliate in central Africa, 

based in the east of the Democratic 

Republic of Congo posed a genuine threat 

or had any substantial links to the main 

group. 

Some central African states expressed 

concerns that the group might evolve, 

attract returning and relocating foreign 

terrorist fighters and establish links with 

other Isis affiliates operating in Africa. 

But other services said the claims were 

―opportunistic‖. [15] 

Factors contributing to the evolution of 

terrorism 

Three factors have contributed to the 

evolution of the terrorism threat 

landscape: 

The Internet:  

International and domestic actors have 

developed an extensive presence on the 

Internet through messaging platforms and 

online images, videos, and publications, 

which facilitate the groups‘ ability to 

radicalize and recruit individuals 

receptive to extremist messaging. [16] 

Such message is constantly available to 

people participating in social networks 

dedicated to various causes, particular 

younger people comfortable with 

communicating in the social media 

environment. 

Use of Social Media:  

In addition to using the Internet, social 

media has allowed both international and 

domestic terrorists to gain 

unprecedented, virtual access to people 

living in the U.S. in an effort to enable 

homeland attacks. ISIS, in particular, 

encourages sympathizers to carry out 

simple attacks where they are located 

against targets—in particular, soft 

targets—or to travel to ISIS-held territory 

in Iraq and Syria and join its ranks as 

foreign fighters. This message has 

resonated with supporters in the U.S. and 

abroad, and several recent attackers have 

claimed to be acting on ISIS‘ behalf. [17] 

 

Homegrown Violent Extremists (HVEs):  

The FBI, however, can‘t focus solely on 

the terrorist threat emanating from 

overseas—we also must identify those 

sympathizers who have radicalized and 

become HVEs within the U.S. and aspire to 

attack our nation from within. [18] HVEs 

are defined by the Bureau as global-jihad-

inspired individuals who are based in the 

U.S., have been radicalized primarily in 

the U.S., and are not directly collaborating 

with a foreign terrorist organization. 

Currently, the FBI is investigating 

suspected HVEs in every state.  

Identifying terrorist suspects 

Frontline officers need direct access to 

terrorism-related data in order to detect 

and positively identify members of 

transnational terrorist groups. [19] 

1. Fighting terrorism through 

biometrics 

Biometric data – such as facial images and 

fingerprints – can lead to the accurate 

identification of individuals using a false 

identity, thereby improving efforts to 

locate terrorists and carry out successful 

investigations and prosecutions. [20] 

Project First (Facial, Imaging, Recognition, 

Searching and Tracking) is been created to 

help countries share biometric data on 

foreign terrorist fighters (FTFs) and other 

terrorist suspects. Project First promotes 

the move from a ‗need to know‘ to a ‗need 

to share‘ culture. It aims to improve the 

identification and detection of terrorists 

and their affiliates by using the latest 

technology in digital image processing 

and facial recognition. [20] 

Local law enforcement officers are trained 

to use mobile equipment in order to 

record the biometric data of prison 

inmates convicted of terrorism-related 

offences. This data is then stored in 

INTERPOL databases, for example as Blue 

Notices which are international alerts to 

collect additional information about a 

person‘s identity, location or activities in 

relation to a crime. [21] The data can also 

be searched against other INTERPOL 

databases, in particular the facial 

recognition system and fingerprints 

database, to positively identify 

individuals and their international 

movements. 
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2. Bridging battlefield and police 

investigations 

INTERPOL was the first international 

organization to develop and implement a 

military-to-police information exchange 

model (Mi-Lex). This puts information 

from conflict zones into the hands of law 

enforcement officers, to support police 

investigations and the prosecution 

process. [22] Military first responders can 

share declassified information collected 

from the battlefield with relevant 

INTERPOL National Central Bureaus who 

process the information according to our 

rules and enter it into o databases and 

analysis files. Authorized frontline users 

in member countries can then access the 

information via the I-24/7 network. 

3. Regional focus 

Six regionally based initiatives to identify 

and dismantle terrorist networks. Building 

on their individual successes, we are now 

reaching out further, to connect activities 

and intelligence between regions that 

traditionally have not worked closely 

together. Two other regionally focused 

programmes are under way, in 

cooperation with partner organizations. 

They concentrate on delivering targeted 

training and building police capacity to 

counter terrorism. [23] 

 Project Scorpius 

 Project Trace 

 

Preventing Terrorist Travel 

Data is collected from a number of 

hotspots including borders, battlefields 

and prisons by the INTERPOL which is the 

world largest repository sources of 

information, which could prove vital in 

identifying returnees. [24] Various ways 

to prevent travelling are enlisted below: 

The power to stop criminals in their 

tracks 

Stolen travel documents are a key asset 

for terrorist mobility, particularly for 

foreign terrorist fighters returning from 

conflict zones. This makes it vital for 

border officials to check travellers‘ 

identity and passport information against 

INTERPOL‘s database of stolen and lost 

travel documents. Other databases crucial 

to strong border management are the 

INTERPOL nominal database − which 

contains details of the personal data and 

criminal history of individuals subject to 

a request for international cooperation − 

and the database of Travel Documents 

Associated with Notices. 

―Once terrorist 

information is shared at 

the global level, every 

traffic check, passport 

control or random search 

holds the potential for a 

break in a terrorism 

investigation or to foil a 

plot.‖ Jürgen Stock, 

INTERPOL Secretary 

General [25] 

Our experts analyse the data and share 

insights with our membership, for 

example, intelligence on emerging trends 

related to foreign terrorist fighters. 

Tracing Terrorist Finances 

Disrupting the flow of terrorist funding is 

critical to curtailing their activities. Any 

crime which results in a profit can be 

used to finance terrorism. This means 

that a country may face terrorism finance 

risks even if the risk of a terrorist attack 

is low.  [26] Sources of terrorist funding 

include, but are not limited to, low-level 

fraud, kidnapping for ransom, the misuse 

of non-profit organizations, the illicit 

trade in commodities (such as oil, 

charcoal, diamonds, gold and the narcotic 

―captagon‖), and digital currencies. 

By disrupting the flow of terrorist funding 

and by understanding the funding of 

previous attacks, we can help prevent 

attacks in the future. [26] 

Strategic cooperation 

We maintain relationships with a number 

of bodies to help drive high-level policies 

and cooperation to counter terrorist 

financing: 

 the Financial Action Taskforce 

(FATF), an intergovernmental body 

that develops international 

standards to combat money 

laundering and the financing of 

terrorism; 
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 FATF-style regional bodies, who 

disseminate best practices in their 

respective region; 

 The Egmont Group, a network of 

159 financial intelligence units 

from around the world. [27] 

Investigative support 

On a hands-on level, it is pertinent to 

encourage better cooperation between 

financial intelligence units (FIUs) and 

police in our member countries, to 

encourage the sharing of intelligence and 

analysis. [28] A key part of this is 

promoting the extension of I-24/7, our 

secure global police communications 

system, to FIUs across the world. In 

addition, we are championing the 

systematic inclusion of financial 

information in INTERPOL alerts related to 

terrorist subjects of interest. We also 

advise our member countries on specific 

cases, connecting investigators across 

borders and continents, ensuring that all 

INTERPOL‘s capabilities are used when 

appropriate. 

Countries Most Affected By Terrorism 

Most countries in Africa are still 

vulnerable following a series of terror 

attacks that seem unending, resulting in 

the destruction of property and hurting 

economic growth. [6] 

Terrorism, according to the Global 

Terrorism Index (GTI), is ―the threatened 

or actual use of illegal force and violence 

by a non-state actor to attain a political, 

economic, religious, or social goal 

through fear, coercion, or intimidation.‖ 

[2] More than 70% of terrorist deaths last 

year occurred in just five countries, and 

although there were 274 known groups 

that carried out terrorist attacks, just four 

of them (Islamic State / ISIS, Boko Haram, 

the Taliban and Al Qaeda) were 

responsible for 74% of all deaths. [3] 

The GTI, released by the Institute for 

Economics and Peace (IEP), is a 

comprehensive study analysing the 

impact of terrorism for 163 countries. [1] 

The report provides a comprehensive 

summary of the key global trends and 

patterns in terrorism over the last 20 

years, covering the period from the 

beginning of 1998 to the end of 2017. [7] 

Iraq, Afghanistan, Nigeria, Syria, and 

Pakistan remain the top five countries 

most affected by terrorism. However, 

Nigeria also saw the greatest reduction in 

deaths. In 2016, deaths attributed to Boko 

Haram decreased by 80 percent, however, 

deaths attributed to ISIL increased by 49 

percent. Together these five countries 

accounted for three-quarters of all deaths 

from terrorism in 2016. [10] 

In addition, it is often countries that are 

already consumed by civil wars or other 

conflicts that suffer the most – more than 

90% of terrorist deaths in 2015 occurred 

in countries engaged in violent conflicts. 

The costs resulting from these attacks is 

huge, estimated at $89.6bn last year 

alone. [22] 

In this year‘s GTI, conflict remains the 

primary driver of terrorism in most 

countries throughout the world, with 

some African countries recording the 

largest increases in the number of deaths 

from terrorism since 2017. [12] 

The recent anti-Semitic attack in 

Pittsburgh—the deadliest of its kind in 

U.S. history—is part of a 

steady increase in hate crimes in the 

United States in recent years. [19] The 

synagogue massacre offers yet another 

stark reminder of how the United States 

lags far behind other Western 

democracies in terms of preventing 

extremist violence. This should come as 

little surprise; Washington gets what it 

pays for. [16] 

U.S. President Donald Trump‘s first 

national counterterrorism strategy, 

released this month, trumpets how the 

United States will lead efforts to create a 

―global [terrorism] prevention 

architecture with the help of civil society, 

private partners, and the technology 

industry.‖ These efforts should start at 

home, where no such architecture 

exists. [29] The United States continues to 

rely almost entirely on the police to stop 

attacks like the one in Pittsburgh or 

jihadist-inspired attacks in Orlando or San 

Bernardino. [16] 

How Citizens Can Protect Themselves 

and Report Suspicious Activity  

It is important for people to protect 

themselves both online and in-person, 

http://visionofhumanity.org/app/uploads/2018/12/Global-Terrorism-Index-2018-1.pdf
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and to report any suspicious activity they 

encounter. The simplest way to 

accomplish this is to: 

1. Remain aware of 

your surroundings; 

2. Refrain from over sharing personal 

information; and 

3. Say something if you see 

something. [13] 

Additional information regarding how to 

report suspicious activity and protect the 

community is available via the resources 

below. 

Nationwide SAR Initiative (NSI):   

The Nationwide Suspicious Activity 

Reporting (SAR) Initiative is a joint 

collaborative effort by the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security; the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation; and state, 

local, tribal, and territorial law 

enforcement partners. This initiative 

provides law enforcement with another 

tool to help prevent terrorism and other 

related criminal activity by establishing a 

national capacity for gathering, 

documenting, processing, analyzing, and 

sharing SAR information. [9]. 

Community Preparedness Tools: 

Businesses are encouraged to connect, 

plan, train, and report. Applying these 

four steps prior to an incident or attack 

can help better prepare businesses and 

their employees to proactively think 

about the role they play in the safety and 

security of their businesses and 

communities. [9] 

CONCLUSION 

This article set out to examine the topical 

focus of research on terrorism in the 

2007– till date period and to assess 

whether it had been able to address 

criticisms that the field was too focused 

on jihadism and too strongly tied to 

government-driven research agendas.  

With research interests clearly influenced 

by dramatic developments in the terrorist 

threat and government‘s changing 

counterterrorism priorities, there are 

many good reasons for studying such 

topics. The problem is not that the field 

of terrorism studies favours applied 

research on topical themes, but that it 

appears to do so almost to the exclusion 

of other subjects no less deserving of 

attention. With this research, practical 

ways are been reviewed to help cope with 

terrorism in our society. 
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