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ABSTRACT 

This study adopted survey design to 

investigate human security in private 

primary schools in Enugu metropolis. 

Specifically, four research questions and 

one null hypothesis guided the study. The 

population for the study consisted 72 head 

teachers and assistant head teachers in 24 

primary schools in Enugu metropolis. 

There was no sampling as the population 

was small and manageable. Instrument 

for data collection was a-13 item 

questionnaire with four weighted response 

options.  Validation of the instrument was 

established by three experts, two lecturers 

in educational management and a lecturer 

in measurement and evaluation, from 

Enugu State University of Science and 

Technology, (Esut). Sequel to their 

approval, it was pilot tested. Its reliability 

coefficient yielded 0.84 using Crobach 

alpha method. Data analysis was done 

using mean(X) with standard deviation (S
2

) 

and t-test for the only null hypothesis. The 

findings revealed among other things that 

most private primary schools in Enugu 

metropolis do not have expert security 

men who had training on areas of security 

to maine the security gates. Based on the 

foregoing, a number of recommendations 

aimed at improving human security in 

private primary schools were put forward
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INTRODUCTION 

Security concern is shared by many in the 

global community, because terrorism and 

insurgency have assumed worrisome 

dimension in different parts of the world 

in the 21
st

 century. To this effect, world 

leaders have made series of trips from 

one country to another to seek solutions 

to this global menace, because security is 

highly cherished and it remains a sin-qua-

non for any nation‟s development, [1]. 

Without security, a home, an organization 

and a nation is at risk, and it is vulnerable 

and susceptible to danger and attacks [2]. 

Also, other socio-economic initiatives 

cannot be successfully implemented 

without adequate security. 

In Nigeria, the issue of insecurity has 

moved to a very dangerous dimension 

that portends grave national 

consequences, as it is faced with different 

kinds of threats such as kidnapping, 

ethno-religious conflicts, robbery 

terrorism, insurgency, human trafficking, 

organized violent groups and thuggery. 

There have been reports on both print 

and electronic media on how high profile 

personalities of national and international 

status have been taken into captivity, 

thus making it possible those very 

important persons, especially politicians, 

business men and major traditional rulers 

and their chiefs to become targets 

anywhere in the country [3]. [4] stated 

that insecurity has become a national 

plague that knows no boundaries and 

whose poisons threaten to consume us 

all. [5] revealed that our economic, social 

and political, activities of terrorism and 

their likes from 2009 till date are 

characterized with frequent bombings, 

killings and rape. Insecurity and its 

activities have led to closure of shops, 

offices, markets, schools, mosques, 

churches e.t.c., so that there are little 

opportunities for sustainable 

development. 
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Adequate and quality human capacity 

development can only take place in an 

environment where there is peace and 

security. President Olusegun Obasanjo in 

2004 as cited by [6] stated that peace is 

connected with elements of human 

security such as health, literacy, good 

environment, good governance, fair 

distribution of wealth and good quality of 

life. He further defined human security as 

freedom from fear with regards to a range 

of threats on literacy, poverty, food 

security, interaction, terrorism, 

trafficking, money laundering, illegal arm 

dealings, institutional corruption, 

organized crimes, diseases and 

environmental degradation. Also, [7] 

defined security as a state of being free 

from dangers and threats. On the other 

hand, insecurity is the opposite of 

security, and it creates anxiety, fear and 

chaos in the society. The consequences of 

insecurity manifest in fear for our lives 

fear of our properties, lack of trust for 

others, lack of foreign tourists and 

foreign investments and in extreme cases, 

lack of government control. 

In a similar study, [8] maintain that 

insecurity and poverty cannot be divorced 

from each other and that severe level of 

poverty may expose people to all kinds of 

security threats. They further stressed 

that poor people in developing countries 

frequently face relatively high risks of 

security from such things as domestic 

violence, crime, sickness and 

unemployment.  

Insecurity has also threatened our 

educational system and its effects do not 

need a great deal of elucidation. We are 

conversant with the fact that even our 

primary school pupils are bedeviled with 

constant fears and attacks. Primary school 

pupils are pupils of primary school age 

[9]. According to [10] they are children 

between the ages of 6-12 years. The aim 

and objectives of primary school 

education as stated by the Nigerian 

National Policy on education, [11] among 

others is to;  

Provide pupils an education that 

anchors them to enhance their 

personal development, acquire 

skill and knowledge relating to 

the expression and oral 

comprehension, reading, writing 

and calculation as well as 

develop social skills, work and 

study habit, artistic sense, 

creativity and affection as well 

as preparing pupils for study 

techniques for compulsory 

secondary school education. 

In order for them to achieve the lofty 

objectives set in the Nigerian National 

Policy on Education, due attention must 

be given to primary school pupils‟ 

security. [12] asserts that security is an 

antidote for successful teaching and 

learning, but kidnapping of pupils from 

their schools leave much to be desired. 

[13] defined kidnapping as the crime of 

unlawfully seizing and carrying away a 

child by force of fraud, or seizing and 

detaining a person against his or her will. 

[14] reported that these kidnappers draw 

up lists of potential kids whose relatives 

can come quickly with ransom. [15] also 

maintain that most often, children of the 

rich are victims of the kidnappers and 

their ages range from four to seven. 

Amuda revealed that most of the missing 

pupils in schools are picked by 

unidentified people mostly women, who 

claim to be a relative of the child, and 

when kidnapped, [16] [17] in similar 

studies confirmed that they are used for 

ransom to fund their activities or to make 

quick money and even rituals. Most 

recently, the terrorist group, Boko Haram, 

in the Northern Nigeria has been reported 

to kidnap pupils for child soldiers, brides 

or slaves [11] [12] lamented that most 

private primary schools flood themselves 

with worn out men who are called 

„security men‟ to maine the school gates. 

He further stated that these men know 

little or nothing about security of the 

pupils. He further stated that the pupils 

should be continually reminded about 
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dangers in, and outside the schools, and 

he further recommended that security, 

intelligence; and constant chips on issues 

bothering on insecurity be part of primary 

school curriculum. However, [2] 

contradicted the recommendations of [3] 

that security and intelligence be part of 

their curriculum. According to him, pupils 

may be overburdened with too many 

subjects, and they may be reading at a 

frustrating level. He rather recommended 

that parents should advice their children 

at home. 

Recently, President Goodluck Ebere 

Jonathan‟s administration, inaugurated 

safety programmes in schools. One of 

such is the “Safety School Initiative 

Programme” which was meant to ensure 

that Nigerian schools are safe for Nigerian 

children. [6] stated that security is highly 

needed in our schools, so they initiated 

the child safety school programme whose 

terms of reference was similar to that of 

safety school Initiatives. They also 

emphasized the need to awaken pupils‟ 

consciousness on issues on security or 

else the nation will consistently lament 

over missing pupils. Regrettably, this may 

be the situation of Primary school pupils 

in Enugu State; hence this study is a 

direct response to the challenging 

kidnapping issue in Nigerian Primary 

Schools. 

Statement of the problem 

Human security is a very significant 

factor in the promotion and realization of 

the lofty aim and objectives stated in the 

Nigerian National Policy on education. 

Yet, the issue of insecurity in Nigeria 

private primary schools has climax to a 

dangerous level where pupils are afraid to 

go to school and learn, for fear of being 

kidnapped from school. Many 

stakeholders of Nigerian security have 

lamented at the rate to which insecurity 

has crept into our Nigerian private 

primary schools. Yet, the reason for this 

menace is not established. The researcher 

cannot ascertain whether the issue of 

incompetence of the security men who 

maine the security gates. The problem of 

this study is put in a question form – 

“What measures of security will improve 

the human security in private primary 

schools in Enugu metropolis? This study 

has become imperative especially because 

the issue of human security has been of 

concern to all Nigerians. 

 

Purpose of the Study 

The main purpose of the study was to 

investigate head teachers and assistants 

of head teachers of Private Primary 

Schools on the preferred measure to be 

adopted to improve human security in 

private primary schools in Enugu 

metropolis. To achieve this objective, the 

study specifically sought to identify how: 

i. Constant announcement on the 

school assembly ground would 

improve human security in private 

primary schools in metropolis. 

ii. Reporting suspicious person to 

adults or security officials can 

improve human security in private 

primary schools in Enugu 

metropolis. 

iii. Trained operatives can improve 

human security in private primary 

schools in Enugu metropolis. 

iv. The use of identity cards by 

parents can improve human 

security in private primary schools 

in Enugu metropolis. 

Research Questions 

The following will provide answers to the 

following research questions. 

i. How would constant 

announcement on the school 

assembly ground improve human 

security in private primary schools 

in Enugu State? 

ii. How would trained operatives 

improve human security in private 

primary schools in Enugu State? 

iii. How would reporting suspicious 

persons to security in private 

primary schools in Enugu State? 

iv. How would the use of identity 

cards by parents improve human 
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security in private primary schools 

in Enugu State? 

Hypothesis 

For the purpose of this study, a 

hypothesis was formulated and tested at 

0.05 level of significance using t-test. 

Ho
1

 There is no significant difference 

in the mean responses of sub-

urban and urban head teachers and 

their assistants on measures to 

improve human security in private 

primary schools in Enugu 

metropolis. 

METHODS 

The researcher used a descriptive survey 

design to carry out the study in Enugu 

metropolis. The design is employed when 

assertions about a population are made 

after discovering the distribution of 

certain traits or attributes [8]. The 

researcher considered it appropriate 

because only a representation of the 

population of head teachers and assistant 

head teachers in Enugu metropolis on 

human security among primary school 

pupils were used to describe the entire 

population of teachers and their assistant 

head teachers. The researcher used 

convenient sampling techniques to select 

24 schools. That is, one head teacher and 

two assistant head teachers from each of 

the schools giving a sample size of 72 

respondents. The instrument for data 

collection was the questionnaire known as 

Human Security among Private Primary 

Schools (HSPSP) which was developed by 

the researcher and designed to elicit 

responses from the respondents. It 

consisted of thirteen items on issues of 

human security among primary school 

pupils. The instrument was a four point 

likert scale such as strongly Agree (SA), 

Agree (A), Disagree (D), Strongly Disagree 

(SD). The face and content validity of the 

instrument was done by two lecturers in 

Department of educational Foundations 

Enugu State University of Science and 

Technology, and another lecturer in 

measurement and evaluation in ESUT. A 

pilot study was carried out with reliability 

co-efficient of 0.69 and 0.52 established 

for the instrument using Cronbach alpha. 

The instrument was administered directly 

to the head teachers and their assistants 

by eight research assistant that were 

trained by the researcher in a one-day 

orientation meeting. During the meeting, 

the researcher acquainted them with the 

purpose of the study, the specific 

objectives and explained to them how to 

administer and retrieve the questionnaire 

on the spot and return same. Copies of 

the questionnaire were screened for 

analysis. Out of the 72 copies for the 

questionnaire distributed, 2 copies were 

not properly completed leaving 70 copies 

viable for use with 97% return rate. Mean 

statistics were used to answer the four 

research questions that guided the study. 

The t-test statistics was adopted to test 

the only null hypothesis of the study at 

0.05 level of significance if T-calculated 

was greater than T-critical (t-cal < t-

critical) at appropriate degree of freedom. 

Research Question One 

How would constant announcement on 

the assembly ground to pupils improve 

human security in private primary 

schools in Enugu metropolis? 

 

Table I: mean responses on how constant announcement would improve human 

security in private primary schools       n= 70 

S/N ITEMS  S
2

 DEC 

1. Security operatives should be invited to make 

announcement on the school assembly ground 

once a month 

3.16 

 

0.93 VHL 

2. Head teachers are to distribute bulletins to the 2.19 1.03 LL 
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pupils and their parents occasionally. 

3. Teachers are to continually talk about human 

security everyday in the classroom 

3.24 0.84 VHIL 

 Grand mean 2.86  HL 

 

Data in table I showed that items (1,2 &3) 

had mean ratings of 3.16, 2.19, 3.24 

respectively. Furthermore, the grand 

mean showed a mean rating of 2.86 HR 

consequently, the answer to research 

question one was that respondents agree 

that there should be constant 

announcement on the assembly ground 

by security operatives for the pupils to be 

enlightened about issues bothering on 

security in primary schools in Enugu 

metropolis. 

Research question two 

How would trained operatives improve 

security in private primary schools in 

Enugu metropolis? 

 

Table 2: Mean responses on how trained operatives improve security in private 

primary schools in Enugu metropolis.                                                             n= 70 

S/N ITEMS 

 

S
2

 DEC 

4. They are meant to be in muffty and monitory 

strange vehicular movement. 

3.30 0.89 VHL 

5. They are meant to put on security uniforms and 

sit at the school gate. 

2.81 1.08 HL 

6. They put on uniform, sit at the school gate with 

gins to shoot on site. 

2.74 1.05 HL 

 Grand mean 2.95  HL 

 

Results from table 2 showed that items 

2,5 and 6 had mean scores of 3.30, 2.81 

and 2.74 respectively. In addition the 

grand mean was 2.95 representing high 

level (H.L). Therefore, the answer to 

research question two was that the 

respondents agree that trained security 

operatives like the army, police or 

members of state security service (SSS) 

should be allowed to maine the school 

gate

.Research Question three 

Table 3: How would reporting suspicious movements to security operative improve 

human security in Private primary schools in Enugu metropolis?  n= 70 

S/N ITEMS 

 

S
2

 DEC 

7. Pupils should report any form of suspicious 

movements to security operatives. 

3.62 0.49 V.H 

8. The security operatives should be more than one 

person in every school. 

3.43 0.79 V.H 

9. Pupils should be handed over to security men 

after school. 

3.13 0.98 V.H 

 Grand mean 3.39  V.H 

 

Results from table 3 revealed that item 7, 

8 and 9 had mean rating of 3.62, 3.43, 

3.13 showing high mean. However, the 

table further showed a grand mean of 
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3.39. therefore the answer to research 

question 3 was that pupils should report 

any suspicious movement around them, 

and teachers should hand over the pupils 

to security operatives so as to be taken 

home by their parents. 

Research Question four 

How would the use of I.D from parents 

improve human security in private 

primary schools in Enugu metropolis? 

 

Table 4: How the use of I.D would improve human security in private primary schools 

in Enugu state?                           n= 70 

S/N ITEMS 

 

S
2

 DEC 

10. Every parent should present an I.D before taking their children 

from school. 

3.60 0.60 V.H 

11. Few question should be asked from parents before a child is 

picked form school. 

3.46 0.61 V.H 

12. Each child should have I.D around the neck. 3.57 0.45 V.H 

13. Without an I.D card no child should be allowed out of school 3.73 0.45 V.H 

 Grand mean 3.59  V.H 

 

Result from table 4 revealed that items 

10, 11, 12 and 13 had mean ratings of 

3.60, 3.46, 3.57 and 3.73 respectively 

indicative of V.H. however the table 

showed 3.59 as the grand mean. 

Consequently, the answer to research 

question four was that I.D cards should be 

used to improve human security in 

private primary schools in Enugu 

metropolis. 

 

Table 5: Summary of T-test statistics verifying the difference in the mean responses of 

urban and sub-urban primary school head teachers and assistant head teachers on 

human security in private primary school based on location. 

Location N X S
2

 df Standard error t-cal t-critical 

Urban 70 3.19 0.81 1.38  1.10 0.00 1.97 

Rural 70 3.09 0.80     

  

It is indicative in the table that the 

calculated T-value of 0.00 was less than 

the critical value of 1.960. therefore, the 

null hypothesis was rejected, meaning 

that human security in private primary 

schools was not dependent on location. 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

The main purpose of the study was to 

find out how human security can be 

improved in private primary schools in 

Enugu metropolis. Information showed 

that: 

1. Constant announcement on the 

assembly ground on security will 

improve human security in private 

primary schools. 

2. Having security operative at the 

gate of every private primary 

school will improve human 

security in primary schools in 

Enugu metropolis. 

3. Reporting strange and suspicious 

vehicular movement to security 

operatives will improve human 

security in Enugu metropolis. 

4. Presentation of I.D by parents to 

school authorities will improve 

human security in private primary 

schools in Enugu metropolis. 

A look at Table 1 showed that constant 

announcement on the assembly ground 

for pupils to stay away from strange 
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people is one good way of improving 

security among primary school pupils. 

The finding agreed with Amida (2015) 

who established that pupils should be 

constantly reminded of the dangers 

outside the schools. There was high level 

of agreement as all the respondents agree 

that security operatives should be invited 

to make announcements on the assembly 

ground with head teachers distributing 

pictorial bulletins on security and 

intelligence and that teachers should 

continuously talk to the pupils about it. 

There was high level of agreement for 

Research question 4 on how parents and 

their children should have identity cards 

hanged around their necks (pupils) and 

that few questions be asked before 

parents or guardians or even drivers 

would pick a child from school. All these 

variables are needed to avoid tension and 

chaos in private primary schools in Enugu 

metropolis. 

CONCLUSION 

It is hoped that a successful 

implementation of the variables in this 

study which were suggested for 

improving human security will help 

private primary schools, parents, the 

child and the society as well as 

facilitators of human security in Enugu 

metropolis. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Consequently, it is recommended that 

1. Head teachers and their assistants 

and class teachers should 

constantly remind the pupils of 

the insecurity nature of the 

country and school. 

2. There is an urgent need for school 

management of our private 

primary schools to empty 

competent security personnel to 

maine the school gates of private 

primary schools in Enugu 

metropolis. 

3. Strange vehicular and suspicious 

movements be reported to security 

operatives in our private primary 

schools in Enugu metropolis. 

4. The management of private 

primary schools in Enugu 

metropolis should embark on the 

use of I.D cards before a child can 

be picked from school. 
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