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ABSTRACT 

In ordinary language, a crime is an 

unlawful act punishable by a state or 

other authority. The term crime does not, 

in modern criminal law, have any simple 

and universally accepted definition, 

though statutory definitions have been 

provided for certain purposes. One 

proposed definition is that a crime or 

offence (or criminal offence) is an act 

harmful not only to some individual but 

also to a community, society, or the state. 

Such acts are forbidden and punishable by 

law. In world today, different forms of 

crimes are been committed on a daily 

basis ranging from armed robbery, 

kidnapping, rape, domestic violence, child 

abuse, murder, burglary, financial crimes, 

cyber crimes, fraud, terrorism and lots 

more, these crimes are caused by a lot of 

factors like poverty, peer pressure, family 

conditions drugs and unemployment etc. 

Working with your local public agencies 

and other organizations, setting up a 

neighborhood watch and mentorship to 

younger ones could be of help in 

preventing crime. 
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INTRODUTION 

A crime is an offence that merits 

community condemnation and 

punishment, usually by way of fine or 

imprisonment. This is different from a 

civil wrong, which is an action against an 

individual that requires compensation [1] 

[2] [3] [4]. Some matters, such as assault, 

can be both crimes and civil wrongs at the 

same time. The police can prosecute for 

assault and the victim can take civil 

action to recover money (or some other 

kind of compensation) for any injury 

suffered. It is not always easy to tell when 

something is a crime. A person who takes 

money without permission commits a 

criminal offence, whereas a person who 

fails to pay back money commits a civil 

wrong (not a crime). Although a civil 

action can be commenced to recover the 

money, the borrower can only be 

prosecuted for a criminal offence if fraud 

is involved. Crime is an essentially 

contested concept. There is no universally 

agreed definition of what a crime 

is. However, the most straightforward way 

of thinking about crime is to look at it in 

terms of a legalistic perspective - from 

this approach a crime is an act which is 

illegal. Unfortunately, there is no magic 

formula. No matter how hard we try, we 

will never be able to identify a single, 

perfect program that will prevent crime 

totally but bringing it down to its barest 

minimum [5].  

Types of Crime 

Murder: murder is the unlawful killing of 

another human without justification or 

valid excuse, especially the unlawful 

killing of another human with malice 

aforethought [6]. 

Rape and sexual assault: Rape is a type 

of sexual assault usually involving sexual 

intercourse or other forms of sexual 

penetration carried out against a person 

without that person's consent. The act 

may be carried out by physical force, 

coercion, abuse of authority, or against a 

person who is incapable of giving valid 

consent, such as one who is unconscious, 

incapacitated, has an intellectual 

disability or is below the legal age of 

consent [7] [8]. 

Kidnapping: is the unlawful 

transportation, asportation and 

confinement of a person against their 

will. Thus, it is a composite crime. It can 

also be defined as false imprisonment by 

means of abduction, both of which are 

separate crimes that when committed 
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simultaneously upon the same person, 

merge as the single crime of kidnapping 

Robbery: A robbery is when someone 

takes something from you with violence 

or threats – usually (but not always) in the 

street or another public place [9]. 

Terrorism: Terrorist attacks are sudden 

and unpredictable and generally 

calculated to create a climate of fear or 

terror among the public. A terror attack 

can lead to an ongoing feeling of 

insecurity [10]. 

Violent crime: A violent crime is when 

someone physically hurts or threatens to 

hurt someone, and also includes crimes 

where a weapon is used.  

Antisocial behavior: Antisocial behavior 

is when you feel intimidated or distressed 

by a person's behavior towards you [11]. 

Arson: Arson is when someone 

deliberately sets fire to someone else's 

property to damage it or to injure people. 

Burglary: A burglary is when someone 

breaks into a building with the intention 

of stealing, hurting someone or 

committing unlawful damage. 

Childhood abuse: Child abuse can 

happen in different ways, and can include 

neglect as well as physical, emotional and 

sexual abuse [12]. 

Cyber crime: The term cyber crime refers 

to a variety of crimes carried out online. 

Domestic abuse: Domestic abuse 

describes negative behaviors that one 

person exhibits over another within 

families or relationships. 

Fraud: Fraud is when someone tricks or 

deceives you to gain a dishonest 

advantage. 

Hate crime: Hate crime is the term used 

to describe an incident or crime against 

someone based on a part of their identity 

[13]. 

Modern Slavery: Modern Slavery is a 

serious and often hidden crime. It 

comprises slavery, servitude, forced and 

compulsory labor and human trafficking, 

which is the harboring and transportation 

of individuals for exploitation [14]. 

Causes Of Crime 

There can be many different causes of 

crime and studies conducted all around 

the world to understand and bring down 

criminal activities have been futile as 

people engage in crimes for several 

reasons. But various factors encourage it 

directly and indirectly.  

1.  Poverty 

Poverty and economic deprivation have 

been seen to be the number one cause of 

crime in  a country. In a country where 

economic deprivation persists often 

drives its citizens to take to crime to 

survive. People are often driven to great 

lengths of desperation by poverty and 

this is a major cause of crime [15] [16]. 

The fact that such frustration is created is 

in itself a very dangerous thing for 

society on the whole as global inflation 

has risen significantly over the last few 

years. In a society where the rich get 

richer and the poor keep battling with 

survival, crime is sure to persist [17]. 

2. Family Conditions 

Closely related to poverty is the family 

condition that leads the youths to commit 

crimes. There are a lot of things that go 

on in families that often cause people to 

get into a life of crime and here again lies 

the factor of deprivation [18] [19]. People 

who are neglected by their families and 

do not get the love and attention that they 

desire also get into criminal activities. 

Some youths feel they need to cater for 

their poor families and this can also force 

them into a life of crime [20]. 

3. Peer Pressure 

Some youths take to crime because they 

see their mates going into it and they 

want to be accepted. Crimes like cultism 

are often traced to peer pressure. Youths 

who lack the strong will to resist what 

they see from their peers often try their 

hands in crime so as to measure up [21] 

22] 23]. 

4. The Society 

The society, starting from the home and 

the community also contribute to the high 

rate of crime in the country. In a society 

where wealth is worshiped without caring 

where and how such wealth is made 

inadvertently push youths into crimes 

[24]. There are families who compare 

their children to others and see them as 

failures because they have not measured 

up [25]. Some parents are even in the 

habit of comparing their own children to 

others, especially those they see as being 

successful. Those who flaunt their wealth 

in the society also force the younger ones 
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to want to be like them and as such, the 

crime rates rise by the day [26]. 

5. Drugs 

Drugs are a bane in the society because a 

person who is addicted to drugs and is 

unable to support his addiction more 

often than not, end up in a life of crime to 

fuel their habits. Most violent criminals 

end up blaming drugs for their 

involvement in crimes [27]. 

6. Unemployment 

Unemployment in a country is another 

reason the youths take to crime to 

support themselves. A situation where 

one goes through school and ends up 

jobless for many years, is a clear 

invitation into a world of crime [28]. 

7. Unfair judicial system 

Victims of unfair judicial systems often 

turn to crime as a last resort and a 

rebellion against the society [29]. It often 

happens that a person is a victim of 

chance and happens to fall into crimes. 

Where one is falsely accused or convicted 

on trumped up charges, chances are that 

he would become more hardened and 

filled with anger, he will take up arms 

against the society. Some prisons lacks 

the capability of reforming criminals and 

where such is lacking, the victim is 

thrown into the dungeon with hardened 

criminals and instead of reformation, he 

becomes a better criminal having learned 

from the masters [30] 

Some Preventive Measures 

Gun control: Gun control (or firearms 

regulation) is the set of laws or policies 

that regulate the manufacture, sale, 

transfer, possession, modification, or use 

of firearms by civilians. Controlling gun 

use in the community is one of the best 

ways in preventing crime. 

Strict policies on alcohol and substance 

abuse: Local, state, and national policies 

that limit the hours that alcoholic 

beverages may be available for sale might 

be a means of reducing the tendencies to 

crime and other related harms.  People 

take up drugs when something in their 

life is not working, or when they’re 

unhappy about their lives and mostly end 

up committing one crime or the other 

[31]. 

Work with your local public agencies and 

other organizations (neighborhood-based 

or community-wide) on solving common 

problems. Set up a Neighborhood Watch 

or a community patrol, working with 

police. Make sure your streets and homes 

are well lit. Report any crime or 

suspicious activity immediately to the 

police [32].   

Volunteer to help clean up your 

community. Call your city offices or local 

waste management company and 

schedule a dumpster for the event. Then 

pick up litter together. Show you care 

about where you live and each other [33] 

[34]. 

Organize to help clean and improve parks 

in your area. Well-kept play equipment 

and a clean park can attract enough 

people to discourage illegal activities. 

Insist that your local government 

maintain the parks, immediately repairing 

vandalism or other damage [35]. 

Adopt a school. Help students, faculty, 

and staff promote a sense of community 

through your involvement in a wide range 

of programs and activities. Work with the 

school to establish drug-free, gun-free 

zones if they don’t already exist. 

Mentor young people who need positive 

support from adults — through 

educational programs. Create a 

community anti-violence competition. 

Include speech, dance, painting, drawing, 

singing, musical instrument acting, and 

other creative arts. Get young people 

involved to plan it and suggest prizes. 

Support organizations that help make 

communities safer, like the National 

Crime Prevention Council. 

CONCLUTION 

Increased crime has been shown to have a 

dramatic effect on social fabric, or the 

interpersonal relations between members 

of a community, because crime creates 

fear. The more that people are aware of 

crime, the more they tend to fear 

becoming victims of crime. The physical 

and emotional impact of crime can be 

devastating both for those who are 

harmed and for their families and friends. 

Unfortunately, there is no magic formula. 

No matter how hard we try, we will never 

be able to identify a single, perfect 

program that will prevent crime totally 
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but following some ways which could 

help in bringing it down to its barest 

minimum.  
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