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ABSTRACT 

This article is on photography as art form. Fine-art photography is photography created in 

line with the vision of the photographer as artist, using photography as a medium for 

creative expression. The goal of fine-art photography is to express an idea, a message, or 

an emotion. This stands in contrast to representational photography, such as 

photojournalism, which provides a documentary visual account of specific subjects and 

events, literally representing objective reality rather than the subjective intent of the 

photographer; and commercial photography, the primary focus of which is to advertise 

products, or services. No matter how unusual or simple the subject is, it will make you feel 

things. It doesn’t have to inspire you to go out and conquer the world. The definition of 

beauty is flexible. Nobody can tell you what should or shouldn’t be fine art. Similar to the 

impact the printing press had on the distribution of literature, photography, since its 

origin, generated a revolution in the art world. The unpredictable consequences 

photography brought to art, and society in general, can be compared to how, although the 

printing press was thought mainly for facilitating the reproduction of bibles and 

manuscripts, the impact it had in the distribution of ideas across social classes and borders 

could not have been anticipated. Photography has changed the way we perceive the world. 

Modern history has been redefined thanks to photojournalism alone; a single image has 

had a bigger impact in describing an event than the number of words used to describe it. In 

terms of art, the world of painting was hugely revolutionized, with the dual effect of 

forcing the medium to move in new directions as well as providing it with new tools. 

Photography is more than a documentation process it is more, it is an art form and should 

be treated with the same respect as painting, sculpture, and the other well known art 

forms. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Since its invention photography has 

affected how the world views and 

consumes history, as well as everyday 

life. A photograph is capable of not only 

capturing a brief moment in time, but can 

represent an entire social movement or be 

a catalyst for change. Fine-art 

photography is photography created in 

line with the vision of the photographer 

as artist, using photography as a medium 

for creative expression. The goal of fine-

art photography is to express an idea, a 

message, or an emotion [1]. This stands in 

contrast to representational photography, 

such as photojournalism, which provides 

a documentary visual account of specific 

subjects and events, literally representing 

objective reality rather than the 

subjective intent of the photographer; 

and commercial photography, the primary 

focus of which is to advertise products, or 

services.  

We all see beauty in different places. What 

stands out to you might seem 

unappealing to someone else, and vice 

versa. Fine art photography doesn’t have 

a definition of its own. But it does attract 

those who share a specific vision. Fine art 

photographs are created as carefully as 

paintings. They’re often difficult to create 

in one session. They stand out because of 

their details, compositions, and 

meanings. Most importantly, they’re 

visions that are far more than simple 
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snapshots. These descriptions sound 

vague because fine art itself is ever-

changing. Here are a few examples that 

might give you a better idea of what this 

genre is all about Many conceptual 

photos, especially surreal ones, are 

considered to be fine art. Some involve 

optical illusions, carefully placed objects, 

or even heavily edited compositions. 

These take a long time to perfect. But you 

don’t need to be a Photoshop master to 

create a conceptual image. [2] finds and 

creates eye-catching compositions 

without depending on an editing program. 

Other photographers, like Alex Stoddard, 

prefer to do the opposite. Fine art doesn’t 

just focus on portraits or surrealism. 

Sometimes, a fine art photograph just 

focuses on a simple object, like a leaf, 

that has a lot of interesting details. Your 

photos can be anything you want them to 

be. Your faith in your own work will help 

it evolve into something even more 

magnificent than you imagined. 

This might sound really fluffy, but it has 

helped me trust my own creative instincts 

[3] [4]. We often take photos without 

thinking about or appreciating our 

abilities. Your answers won’t give you any 

specific results, but they will give you a 

better idea of the kind of work you create. 

Taking the time to study your work will 

help you sharpen that fine art 

photography instinct. 

Fine Art Should Make You Feel 

Something 

In his podcast about art, photographer 

Martin Bailey perfectly described fine art. 

No matter how unusual or simple the 

subject is, it will make you feel things. It 

doesn’t have to inspire you to go out and 

conquer the world. But it might speak to 

your heart through its beauty, its colours, 

or its subject’s pose. Some fine art photos 

won’t speak to you through anything at 

all. Their simple existence will just 

remind you of a personal experience [5]. 

They can create feelings of nostalgia, 

sadness, joy, or something completely 

different. Even though this photo was 

taken in Georgia, it reminds me of my 

hometown, a place that’s far away from 

Georgia. Thanks to the cat and summery 

atmosphere, I’m reminded of my 

childhood. I feel at home when I look at 

this portrait. Depending on your life 

experiences, you’ll probably feel 

something different when you look at this 

image. 

Expose Yourself to Your Versions of 

Fine Art 

The definition of beauty is flexible. 

Nobody can tell you what should or 

shouldn’t be fine art. The best way to 

create fine art photos that you love is to 

expose yourself to your version of art. 

Study your favourite photographers’ 

photos [6]. Find artists whose work makes 

you feel, no matter how obscure or 

popular their genre is. The more images 

you expose yourself to, the easier it will 

be to discover your taste. Don’t worry 

about subconsciously copying their ideas 

or styles. Once you have a better idea of 

what you admire about art, you’ll be able 

to take photos that accurately and 

uniquely reflect that admiration. 

Brief History of Photography 

Similar to the impact the printing press 

had on the distribution of literature, 

photography, since its origin, generated a 

revolution in the art world. The 

unpredictable consequences photography 

brought to art, and society in general, can 

be compared to how, although the 

printing press was thought mainly for 

facilitating the reproduction of bibles and 

manuscripts, the impact it had in the 

distribution of ideas across social classes 

and borders could not have been 

anticipated [7]. Photography has changed 

the way we perceive the world. Modern 

history has been redefined thanks to 

photojournalism alone; a single image has 

had a bigger impact in describing an 

event than the number of words used to 

describe it. In terms of art, the world of 

painting was hugely revolutionized, with 

the dual effect of forcing the medium to 

move in new directions as well as 

providing it with new tools. 

The question whether photography 

should be considered art or not was an 

ongoing debate in the decades following 

its discovery [8]. It reflected a search for 

ways to fit a mechanical medium into the 

traditional expressive artistic forms. 

Several approaches were taken to this 

end, while some, by means of a camera, 

emulated the subjects and styles of 
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traditional "high" art; others used it to 

benefit their observation and as a source 

of new ideas and information. The 

reproduction of art objects was also a key 

development in the use of photography; it 

had a profound effect on changing the 

visual culture of society and making art 

accessible to the general public, changing 

its perception, notion and knowledge of 

art, and appreciation of beauty. Moreover, 

it made possible the establishment of art 

history as a serious discipline 

From the earliest days of photography, 

practitioners took their inspiration from 

paintings. But as a new exhibition at 

London's National Gallery shows, the link 

went both ways 

For 180-years, people have been asking 

the question: is photography art? At an 

early meeting of the Photographic Society 

of London, established in 1853, one of the 

members complained that the new 

technique was "too literal to compete with 

works of art" because it was unable to 

"elevate the imagination". This conception 

of photography as a mechanical recording 

medium never fully died away [9]. Even 

by the 1960s and 70s, art photography – 

the idea that photographs could capture 

more than just surface appearances – was, 

in the words of the photographer Jeff 

Wall, a "photo ghetto" of niche galleries, 

aficionados and publications. 

But over the past few decades the 

question has been heard with ever 

decreasing frequency. When Andreas 

Gursky's photograph of a grey river 

Rhine under an equally colourless sky 

sold for a world record price of £2.7 

million last year, the debate was 

effectively over. As if to give its own 

patrician signal of approval, the National 

Gallery is now holding its first major 

exhibition of photography, Seduced by 

Art: Photography Past and Present. 

The show is not a survey but rather 

examines how photography's earliest 

practitioners looked to paintings when 

they were first exploring their 

technology's potential, and how their 

modern descendants are looking both to 

those photographic old masters and in 

turn to the old master paintings. 

What paintings offered was a catalogue of 

transferable subjects, from portraits to 

nudes, still lives to landscapes that 

photographers could mimic and adapt. 

Because of the lengthy exposures 

necessary for early cameras, moving 

subjects were impossible to capture 

[10]. The earliest known photograph of a 

person was taken inadvertently by Louis 

Daguerre – with Henry Fox Talbot one of 

photography's two great pioneers – when 

he set up his camera high above the 

Boulevard de Temple in Paris in 1838. His 

10-minute exposure time meant that 

passing traffic and pedestrians moved too 

fast to register on the plate, but a 

boulevardier stood still long enough for 

both him and the bootblack who buffed 

his shoes to be captured forever. 

Olden days Photography 

One photography historian claimed that 

"the earliest exponent of 'Fine Art' or 

composition photography was John Edwin 

Mayall, "who exhibited daguerrotypes 

illustrating the Lord's Prayer in 1851". 

Successful attempts to make fine art 

photography can be traced to Victorian 

era practitioners such as Julia Margaret 

Cameron, Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, and 

Oscar Gustave Rejlander and others. In 

the U.S. F. Holland Day, Alfred Stieglitz 

and Edward Steichen were instrumental in 

making photography a fine art, and 

Stieglitz was especially notable in 

introducing it into museum collections. In 

the UK as recently as 1960, photography 

was not really recognised as a Fine Art. 

[11] said, when he formed the 

Photographic Fine Art Association at that 

time - "At the moment photography is not 

generally recognized as anything more 

than a craft. In the USA photography has 

been openly accepted as Fine Art in 

certain official quarters. It is shown in 

galleries and exhibitions as an Art. There 

is not corresponding recognition in this 

country. 

Modern days Photography 

There is now a trend toward a careful 

staging and lighting of the picture, rather 

than hoping to "discover" it ready-made. 

Photographers such as Gregory Crewdson, 

and Jeff Wall are noted for the quality of 

their staged pictures. Additionally, new 

technological trends in digital 

photography have opened a new direction 

in full spectrum photography, where 
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careful filtering choices across the 

ultraviolet, visible and infrared lead to 

new artistic visions. As printing 

technologies have improved since around 

1980, a photographer's art prints 

reproduced in a finely-printed limited-

edition book have now become an area of 

strong interest to collectors. This is 

because books usually have high 

production values, a short print run, and 

their limited market means they are 

almost never reprinted. The collector's 

market in photography books by 

individual photographers is developing 

rapidly. According to [12], 7,000 

photographs were sold in auction rooms 

in 2004, and photographs averaged a 7.6 

percent annual price rise from 1994 and 

2004. Around 80 percent were sold in the 

United States. Of course, auction sales 

only record a fraction of total private 

sales. There is now a thriving collectors' 

market for which the most sought-after 

art photographers will produce high 

quality archival prints in strictly limited 

editions. Attempts by online art retailers 

to sell fine photography to the general 

public alongside prints of paintings have 

had mixed results, with strong sales 

coming only from the traditional "big 

names" of photography such as Ansel 

Adams. 

Fine Art Photography Ideas 

You can learn more about fine art by 

working on various photography projects. 

Here are a few ideas that are associated 

with fine art photography: 

1. Moody Lighting 

Photograph an object in moody lighting. 

Your lighting doesn’t have to be 

professional. It can be direct or subtle, 

natural or artificial. This will enable you 

to work exclusively with light and find 

potential in details. A close up fine art 

photography still life of a violin on black 

background  

2. Play With Colours 

Play with colours. Fine art photos don’t 

have to be realistic. If you enjoy colour 

correcting and editing your photos, 

experiment with unnatural tones. This 

will encourage you to get out of your 

comfort zone and embrace unusual 

themes. A strikingly colored fine art 

photography landscape  

3. Use Simple Backgrounds 

Take photos in simple locations. To make 

your subject stand out, photograph it in a 

location with very few distractions. This 

can be a field on a cloudy day or a white 

room with no furniture. A fine art 

photography shot of a white dog - what 

makes photography art 

4. Photograph Patterns 

Find patterns and symmetry in nature. 

The great outdoors is filled with an 

abundance of fine art subjects including 

trees, beaches, and skies. Symmetry, 

curves, and even crookedness can all be 

used to create an eye-catching photo. 

Artistic photo of a path running through a 

forest 

5. Try More Creative Angles 

Experiment with angles and rotation. A 

simple rotation can completely change 

the meaning of your image. A slight 

change in perspective can transform a 

simple location into one that someone 

would want to hang on their wall. Don’t 

be afraid to play with angles and rotations 

during your photo shoot and in your 

editing program. 

Importance of Photography 

1. Our photographs tell us what is 

important to us 

When you ask people what possessions 

they would rescue from their burning 

house, one of the most frequent answers 

is the photograph album or a computer 

with their digital images. When in panic 

mode it’s interesting that we would 

probably grab photos rather than valuable 

jewelry [13]. This impulse to save our 

recorded memories is a powerful force 

which tells us much about the role of 

photography in our lives and our constant 

desire to distil our most precious 

moments into images. 

2. Photographs are part of our legacy 

Once I remember sitting in a train as it 

passed a playground where children were 

standing to attention for the annual 

school photograph. Across the front row 

sat the teachers and behind them, 

hundreds of children neatly preened and 

uniformed. For the briefest second the 

entire assembly was motionless. We were 

passing just as the photographer clicked 

the shutter. Suddenly, as if in slow 

motion, the huge group scattered as 
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children escaped their enforced 

immobility. The neat rows dissolved and 

broke into individuals who were now 

kicking footballs or huddled in friendship 

groups. None of those children realized 

that the photograph was probably going 

to outlive them [14]. A couple of 

generations later it might surface among 

old papers in an attic and someone would 

search for granddad among the fresh 

young faces. Photographs matter because 

they freeze moments of our lives which 

pass unremarkably and which seem to 

have little importance to us at the time. 

The significance, however, may be for 

others who search for the person we once 

were or the places we once knew. They 

can be small pieces of a jigsaw that 

complete the larger picture of our lives. 

3. Photographs allow us to share and to 

communicate. 

Images are much more than a simple 

record. Photography speaks to the best 

and most generous part of our human 

nature the desire to share what we find 

beautiful and interesting with others. You 

only have to look at Flickr and a 

multitude of photo sharing sites to see 

this impulse at work. Millions of people 

sharing their personal, passionate and 

sometimes quirky take on the world 

around them. Our images can involve a 

world of strangers in our life. How 

powerful is that? 

4. Photography makes us artists 

Photography allows us to express 

ourselves through an art form. We notice 

a beautiful landscape or an old man’s 

lined face and we want to capture it. Each 

of us will have a different reason to do so 

but, essentially, we want to create 

something. However humdrum our nine-

to-five lives may be, the creation of an 

image makes us an artist. It feels good. 

5. Photography is a complex language 

Our images can express joy and sorrow, 

wonder and sympathy. Every human 

emotion can find a place in photography. 

For many years I never valued my 

photographs of overcast landscape 

because I believed that there was no 

beauty in a land with muted colours and a 

leaden sky. I wanted the land to be alive 

with colour and vibrancy. However, lack 

of colour in a landscape makes you search 

for other things that often go unremarked 

in bright sunlight. It could be symmetry 

of hills or a tree standing out from a 

forest of thousands. I have suffered from 

depression for most of my adult life and 

photography gave me a language to 

express feelings for which I can find no 

words. We have a miserably poor 

vocabulary for mental illness and 

photography has allowed me to develop a 

visual language for some of the most 

difficult emotions. 

6. Photography has the power to move 

us 

Photographs can grab our attention and 

speak directly to our emotions. Nick Ut’s 

photograph of a crying Vietnamese girl 

whose clothes have been burnt away by 

napalm embodies the power of a single 

image. At a more subtle level, we can 

learn lessons about a whole range of 

emotions. Grief has the power to wash 

away the luminance and chrominance of 

our lives. There is no magic way to 

restore them at will. We have to be 

patient. But while waiting we can search 

for the shapes and patterns that are still 

there in the greyness. They will lead us 

back to colour eventually. At moments of 

great sorrow in my life I have used images 

to express that hope of returning colour. 

Photography, at its best, is a powerful 

language which speaks to our emotions. It 

allows us to tell our story and show 

others our framing of the world around 

us. 

CONCLUSION 

Photography is more than a 

documentation process it is more, it is an 

art form and should be treated with the 

same respect as painting, sculpture, and 

the other well known art forms. 

Photographs, like paintings, are 

artificially constructed portrayals: they 

have to be carefully composed, lit and 

produced. It’s difficult to see why for so 

long photography struggled to gained its 

recognition as a legitimate art form. 

Photographers like other artists show 

their knowledge of art through the 

images.  We have reached a point in 

history when photographs are more 

accessible than any time before and 
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through the advancements in digital 

technology taking photographs is easier 

and more convenient than ever before. 

Photography deserves respect, its 

presence and influence in the art world in 

equivalent to the other forms of art. 
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