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ABSTRACT 

This paper examines the domestic factors that are instrumental in the conduct of Nigerian 

foreign policy. The Nigerian foreign policy has evolved over the years under the influence 

of the following among others, Nigeria's geo-strategic location, economic condition, 

political tradition, religious consciousness, and personality traits of the leaders. However, 

how the economic, security and corruption situations in the country define the conduct of 

her foreign policy are the issues the paper assesses. The paper utilises the secondary 

sources of data. The paper has the linkage theory for its theoretical foundation.  With 

coronavirus ravaging the world and its impact on the national economies of most countries 

globally, the Nigerian economy before the pandemic was not doing well having been in 

recession as recent as 2016 and having only 2% projection for growth for the year 2020. 

The security situation in Nigeria has deteriorated to the level that the primary function of 

protecting the lives and property of citizens is no longer feasible. The style and types of 

corruption in Nigeria has pushed the country to assume a notorious position for weak 

governance and shrouded in the mismanagement of the abundant human and natural 

resources, which has placed the country in a very precarious condition, where its remains 

in the lower rug of development using all known development indicators. The conduct of 

Nigerian foreign policy in recent times which seems to portray her as a weak actor in the 

international arena, germinate from the combined effects of the strength of her economy, 

the internal security situation and the character of corruption in the country. The paper 

concludes that there is need for the country to diversify her economy in order to generate 

employment for the teeming population, improve her security through reorganisation of 

the various security outfits and the electoral process should be sanitised, to reduce 

corruption and the cost of governance, and promote good governance. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The foreign policy deals with the relations 

between sovereign actors in the 

international system [1] [2]. Happenings 

in the international system, especially the 

recent ones, signify the importance of the 

assertion that “making and executing a 

foreign policy is perhaps the highest 

political function of a State.” [3] [4]. From 

1960, when Nigeria got her independence 

until recently, she has always been a 

visible actor among the comity of Nations 

especially in the area of peacekeeping, 

and enforcement via the United Nations 

Organization around the world and at 

continental level and more at the sub-

regional level. While considering her 

commitment at the international scene 

and her potential as the „giant‟ of Africa, 

the question on the table all the time is 

how beneficial has been the Nigerian 

foreign policy to the Nigerian state and 

her citizenry all these years. What are the 

tangible and intangible benefits of these 

ventures? Indeed the Nigerian foreign 

policy seems to have lost her supposed 

pride of place. Many factors are identified 

for these obvious failings in recent years 

[5]. The general concern in the past few 

years has always been that of the 

„wastefulness‟ of Nigeria in the conduct of 

her foreign policy, but in recent years the 

combination of economic turndown, 

(in)security and corruption seems to have 

limited her presence at the international 
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stage [6]. The perceived limitations and 

its impact on the Nigerian Foreign policy 

is the focus of this paper. The paper is 

segmented as follows; the second section 

after the introduction discussed what 

constitutes Foreign Policy and the 

discourse on Domestic Challenges 

confronting Nigeria Foreign Policy; the 

third section took care of the theoretical 

framework for the study; the fourth 

section assessed the economy, Security 

and Corruption in the light of the thrust 

of the paper; the fifth section looked at 

the impact of Economic, Security and 

Corruption on the conduct of Nigerian 

Foreign Policy and the sixth section 

concludes the paper. 

What is Foreign Policy 

For us to have the paper in proper 

perspective, it is important to briefly 

discuss what foreign policy is even 

though like many concepts in social 

sciences, there is no universally accepted 

definition for foreign policy. [7] sees 

foreign policy as the objectives which 

constitute a comprehensive plan that 

serves as goals that a country hopes to 

achieve in its relation with other members 

of the world. On their parts, [8] identified 

foreign policy as a strategy that is 

properly articulated and designed in a 

coordinated manner by institutionally-

designated decision-makers in a bid to 

manipulate the international environment 

to achieve identified national objectives. 

This conception presents foreign policy 

as an instrument of power via which 

states can react to events in the 

international environment by its actions 

or inactions to advance national goals. 

Foreign policy is geared towards the 

pursuit of a country‟s national interests 

within the context of dynamic domestic 

and external realities [9]. 

Discourse on Domestic Challenges 

Confronting Nigerian Foreign Policy 

The environment of foreign policy 

consists of the domestic and external 

factors, structures, dynamics and 

processes that guide the actions of 

foreign policy actors [10]. Within this 

environment, Nigerian foreign policy 

priority remains the pursuit of an Afro-

centric Foreign policy, with goals of 

emerging as Africa‟s foremost state, this 

guide Nigeria‟s foreign policy aspirations 

to date (Ade-Ibijola). However, Nigeria‟s 

efforts have been truncated by specific 

challenges which arise from poor 

leadership, corruption, and 

developmental hindrances [11]. In the 

same vein, [12], submit that the country‟s 

foreign policy efforts have been 

countered by an image predicament 

embedded in domestic crises experienced 

over the years. 

In recent years the position of Nigerian 

among the Comity of nations has been 

that of a nation without the usual or 

acclaimed “giant of African tag tied on its 

neck”. There are many events that 

actually portray the country in this 

unfamiliar terrain before now it was a 

matter of conjecture to recognise her as a 

“giant”, but without much debate, it is 

evident that the country is on a freefall in 

terms of her foreign policy in recent 

years. The treatment of Nigerians around 

the world gives credence to this position. 

Given the fact that foreign policy is an 

offshoot of domestic public policy, a 

stable economic and political economy is 

crucial to the actualisation of foreign 

policy in the international arena [13]. 

Since 1999, Nigeria has contended with 

multiple crises resulting from communal 

and religious-based violence, resource 

activism which has taken the form of 

militancy, and fluctuations in global oil 

prices, thus leading to political and 

economic instability [14]. The US visa 

restrictions that prevent Nigerians from 

applying for visas that represent a 

pathway to permanent residency in the 

state and xenophobia attacks on Africans, 

especially Nigerians in South Africa are 

good examples of how the foreign policy 

has shrunk in recent times. The voice of 

the Nigerian government in the ongoing 

alleged discrimination and maltreatment 

of Nigerians by some states around the 

world is a clear pointer to the 

deteriorating foreign policy. 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

The Linkage Theory evolved from systems 

analysis and has its roots in the notion 

that the term linkage refers to any 

recurring behavioural sequence that 
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originates in one system and is reacted to 

in another [14] [15] [16]. The 

interconnected nature of international 

relations informs the linkage theory and 

presents the argument that domestic and 

international politics are so interrelated 

that they should be simultaneously 

analyzed [17]. [18] [19], also posits that 

the merger that exists between domestic 

and international factors is fully captured 

in James Rosenau‟s Linkage Theory. The 

theory establishes that domestic factors 

influence foreign policymaking and vice 

versa, thereby causing a linkage between 

the national and international affairs of a 

state, “the need for linkage theory is 

multidimensional … [there] is the need to 

trace linkages in which national and 

international systems function in such a 

way as to continuously reinforcing each 

other. 

The thrust of Rosenau‟s linkage theory, as 

highlighted by [20] includes: 

 Independent governments and the 

international system reinforce one 

another. 

 The processes and structure of 

domestic politics are not 

independent of international 

occurrences. 

 Ruling elites tend to redirect the 

concern of the public towards real 

or imagined external threats in a 

bid to reduce the focus on internal 

challenges. 

 Active participation in 

international relations is 

dependent on the state‟s ability to 

establish a competent cadre of 

officials capable of successfully 

managing their nation‟s foreign 

relations. 

The lines between the foreign and 

domestic policy are very blurred because 

of the level of interdependencies which is 

so intense to the extent that the reality of 

the external environment is a significant 

aspect of public policy, thus making 

foreign policy an offshoot of public policy 

[21]. 

A reasonable observer of the country 

would easily trace the apparent 

limitations in the Nigerian foreign policy 

to the situation prevalent at the home 

front. For this paper, the domestic 

challenges confronting the Nigerian 

foreign policy would cover the following 

areas Economic, Security and Corruption. 

Economic 

Growth averaged 1.9% in 2018 and 

remained stable at 2% in the first half of 

2019. Domestic demand remains 

constrained by stagnating private 

consumption in the context of high 

inflation (11% in the first half of 2019). On 

the production side, growth in 2019 was 

primarily driven by services, particularly 

telecoms. Agricultural growth remains 

below its potential due to continued 

insurgency in the Northeast and ongoing 

farmers-herders conflict. Industrial 

performance is mixed. Oil GDP growth is 

stable while manufacturing production 

was expected to slow down in 2019 due to 

a weaker power sector performance. Food 

and drink output is expected to increase, 

likely in response to import restrictions. 

Construction continues to perform 

positively, supported by ongoing 

megaprojects, higher public investment in 

the first half of the year, and import 

restrictions. Growth was too low to lift the 

bottom half of the population out of 

poverty [22]. The weakness of the 

agriculture sector weakens prospects for 

the rural poor, while high food inflation 

adversely impacts the livelihoods of the 

urban poor. 

There was 2% Projection for the economy 

for the year 2020, January and February 

show exactly that optimism but the 

coronavirus pandemic ravaging the entire 

globe currently has not only derailed the 

hope of revamping the economy but 

exposed the various inadequacies of the 

fundamentals of the economy. The 

contraction expected in the economy for 

this year is now - 3.4%. The mere fact that 

the various indicators of economic 

development are unfavourable before the 

current coronavirus pandemic would 

make it difficult for the economy to be 

out of the wood any soon. The history of 

the country presents that of a country 

with a deficit in the various sectors of the 

economy necessary for real economic 

growth and development. The level of 

unemployment and underemployment is 

frightening, especially among the youth. 
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Though poverty is not a new phenomenon 

in the country, it has become more 

entrenched in recent years, and the 

government seem not to have an antidote, 

in the face of the ongoing population 

explosion. Rapid population growth 

outstrips economic growth, which stands 

at about 2 per cent. The United Nations 

estimates that Nigeria will have a 

population of 400 million by 2050 

(Aljazeera, May 4 2020). The weakness of 

the agricultural sector weakens prospects 

for the rural poor. At the same time, high 

food inflation adversely impacts the 

livelihoods of the urban poor. Despite 

expansion in some areas, employment 

creation remains weak and insufficient to 

absorb the fast-growing labour force, 

resulting in the high rate of 

unemployment (23% in 2018), The U$ 57 

per barrel benchmark for the national 

budget has been revised downward at 

least twice following the slump in the 

price of crude oil in the international 

market as a result of coronavirus 

pandemic ravaging the world. The impact 

of the pandemic on a dependent economy 

like Nigeria is enormous. With the picture 

of a struggling economy in all fronts in 

the country before the pandemic, it is 

difficult for Nigeria to wriggle out of her 

economy downturn at this material time 

as quickly as it would have wanted.  

According to statistics published in March 

2020 by the Debt Management Office 

(DMO), Nigeria's total external debt stock 

as at December 2019 stood at $27.676 

billion. In May 2015, when the President 

took office, the total debt profile of the 

country stood at $10.316 billion. Nigeria's 

debt to revenue ratio is now 99 per cent. 

This is a crisis! Debt servicing does not 

equate to debt repayment. The reality is 

that Nigeria is paying only the minimum 

payment to cover our interest charges. 

The principal remains untouched and is 

possibly growing [23]. 

Security 

Since the returned of democracy in 1999, 

the political space has been awash with 

expectations, top on this is the quest to 

enjoy unhindered fundamental human 

rights as embedded in the 1999 

constitution of the federal republic of 

Nigeria as amended by the citizenry of 

the country. The security of the country 

and that of her citizenry is a core national 

interest which is not negotiable. The 

events in the country prove contrary to 

this well-known assertion. The activities 

of Armed Non-State Actors (ANSAs) in the 

country have assumed a notorious 

proportion in recent years, the rate of 

unwarranted killings by the various 

criminal/terrorist networks in the country 

points to this fact. The country is facing 

severe security challenges that are 

complicated by transnational threats 

which are associated with organised crime 

and the activities of jihadist movements 

[24]. Despite its vast potentialities evident 

in the endowment of vast human and 

natural resources that are enough to make 

a global super-power and the predicted 

giant, conflicts and insurgency are part of 

the actualities torpedoing the realisation 

of its destiny (Strategic Conflict 

Assessment of Nigeria, 2016). The level of 

insecurity in the country is not only 

alarming, but it is widespread in such a 

manner that no geopolitical zone is 

spared. From Boko Haram in the 

northeast, the rural banditry in the 

northwest, the farmers/herders conflicts 

in the north-central and parts of the 

southwest and Southeast and the 

militancy in the south-south and the 

general criminalities across the country. 

Violent robberies, there are also 

incidences of cultism and separatist 

agitations that have often turned violent. 

These conflicts, no doubt, portend 

harmful consequences for the country‟s 

cultural and social values; ethnic 

cohesion; social integration, stability and 

sustainable development (Strategic 

Conflict Assessment of Nigeria, 2016). 

Over 500 people have been killed in 10 

states in Nigeria within the last three 

months [25]. The people killed, who 

include civilians, security operatives, and 

vigilantes were victims of communal 

clashes, banditry, kidnapping and 

terrorism (Daily Trust, May 20, 2020). 

Without playing down the implications of 

other security challenges in the country 

on the conduct/performance of the 

Nigerian foreign policy, the paper 

discussed Boko Haram insurgency, 

Farmers/Herders conflict and kidnapping 
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security challenges confronting the 

country to showcase how the security 

situation in the country has re-define its 

foreign policy. 

Boko Haram 

The Boko Haram sect is officially 

addressed as “Jama‟atu Ahlis Sunna 

Lidda‟awati Wal-Jihad” Which in Arabic 

means “people of the way of Prophet 

Mohammed (SAW) and community of 

Muslims in line with the earlier generation 

of Muslims. The ensuing chaos which 

follows in Nigeria as a result of the 

destructive activities of this terrorist 

group was only a matter of time as 

Ngwodo stated, “the group itself is an 

effect and not a cause; it is a symptom of 

decades of failed government and elite 

delinquency finally ripening into social 

chaos” [26] [27].  The Boko Haram as a 

group has caused many damages to the 

country in many areas this include but 

not limited to education, economy, the 

image of the country in the international 

community and more importantly the 

humanitarian crisis which includes 

killings and displacement of people from 

their homes. In 2014 Boko Haram boosted 

its global reputation as a terror 

organisation with the April abduction of 

276 young girls from a high school in the 

town of Chibok, murdering hundreds in 

the process. Shortly after their abduction, 

the Boko Haram leader Abubakar Shakau 

declared that most of the captives‟ girls 

who are Christians would be converted to 

Islam and progress toward becoming 

spouses for the group members [28]; [29]. 

Perhaps as a result of continuing growth 

and use of suicide bombings, the U.S 

Department of State designated Boko 

Haram as a foreign terrorist organisation 

in 2013 [30]. Boko Haram was ranked as 

the world‟s deadliest terrorist group in 

2014 by the Institute for Economics and 

Peace in its 2015 Global Terrorism Index. 

(Global Terrorism Index, 2015). Following 

the sixty attacks on police stations and 

with over hundreds police killed by mid-

June 2012, the government responded by 

increasing security spending to $5.5 

billion which accounted for 20% of the 

overall budget [31]. 

 

 

Kidnapping 

Though kidnapping started in the oil-rich 

Niger Delta area when it was used as a 

tool to address the wanton neglect of 

their communities by successive 

administration, it has since grown to 

become the new multimillion naira 

business now thriving outside the region. 

As [32], noted, for the south-east, 

kidnapping is now a tool for settling 

personal and political scores. Besides, the 

pecuniary gains accruing from the ransom 

collected from the families of victims, 

usually in huge millions of naira, many 

desperate politicians in Igbo land are now 

using kidnapping as a tool of vendetta on 

perceived political enemies. Kidnapping 

has made Nigerians live in perpetual fear. 

Even in the northern parts of the country 

where the wave of kidnapping is not 

rampant, living has continually slipped to 

the Hobbesian state of nature where life is 

brutish, nasty and short. The menace of 

kidnapping now cut across all the states 

of the federation. There was a time the 

hottest spots for kidnapping was the 

northern parts of the country. 

Herders/Farmers conflict 

The farmer-herders conflict has remained 

the most preeminent resource-use 

Conflict in Nigeria [33]. The conflict 

between nomad and the settled farmer 

goes back to the earliest written records 

and is mythically symbolised in many 

cultures [34]. However, Farmers/Fulani 

conflicts have a very long history. Herder-

farmer conflicts are complex products of 

both structures and processes and cannot 

be explained solely in terms of either [35]. 

The violent crises between Fulani 

herdsmen and sedentary farmers in 

Nigeria do not constitute an alien 

phenomenon in Nigeria; it is a 

phenomenon that has been in existence 

for decades which has resulted in the 

extensive loss of lives and property. 

There have been at least 370 clashes 

involving herdsmen and farmers in 

Nigeria in the last five years, compared to 

just 20 in the 15 years before [36].  Thus, 

the constant crises have threatened the 

security of the state, reduced its 

economic productivity, and deepened 

food crisis in Nigeria. The security 

challenges emerging from the farmers-
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herdsmen conflicts have worsened 

security conditions in Nigeria. Escalating 

conflicts among two groups could 

potentially generate more bloodshed on 

even more full scale unless drastic 

measures and the task of ending the 

violence is pushed up the national 

priority ladder.  Failure to respond, 

decisively and effectively, would allow 

Nigeria to continue sliding into 

increasingly deadly conflict. 

Corruption 

What a paradox that Nigeria, the world's 

eighth-largest exporter of crude oil, a 

country endowed with many resources, 

has more than 70 per cent of its 

population living below the poverty line 

as a result of corruption and economic 

mismanagement [37]. 

Kleptocratic capture of political party 

structures is a sine qua non for 

acquisition power and thereby unlocking 

corruption opportunities across a range 

of other sectors. Nothing distinguishes 

Nigeria‟s two main political parties the 

ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) 

party and the opposition People‟s 

Democratic Party (PDP) in this regard [38]. 

In more than two decades in the Fourth 

Republic, since the 1999 reintroduction of 

civil rule, governance in Nigeria has been 

more civil than democratic. The 

centralisation of power and resources in 

the hands of one person the president has 

continuously fuelled apprehension over 

exclusion and the agitation for better 

representation from across the different 

socioeconomic and political groups. This 

has worsened the country‟s age-long 

clientelistic and prebendal politics, in 

which largely personalised public 

institutions have not only failed to uphold 

a necessary culture of accountability and 

transparency but have also pilloried the 

vast majority of ordinary citizens who are 

unconnected to the political elites in 

abject poverty [39] [40]. Several political 

challenges stand in the way of progress in 

Nigeria. However, many believe that the 

solution must begin with tackling 

pervasive corruption and the massive cost 

of governance. 

Corruption is the single greatest obstacle 

preventing Nigeria from achieving its 

enormous potential. It drains billions of 

dollars a year from the country‟s 

economy, stymies development, and 

weakens the social contract between the 

Government and its people. [41]. 

Corruption has continued to fester as the 

most pivotal clog in Nigeria‟s drive 

towards sustainable development is no 

longer contestable [42]. Corruption in 

Nigeria is the failure of the state to 

perform or live up to its moral or political 

status. The state is the sole agent of 

corruption in all its political, business, 

and economic ramifications [43]. 

Regrettably, since independence a notable 

surviving legacy of the successive 

political leadership both civilian and 

military that have managed the affairs of 

the country at different times has been 

the institutionalisation of corruption in all 

agencies of the public service, which, like 

a deadly virus, has subsequently spread 

to the private sector of the country [44]. 

Nigerians view their country as one of the 

world‟s most corrupt and struggle daily to 

cope with the effects [6]. In Nigeria‟s 

fourth Republic, corruption has become a 

norm and practice of politics among the 

political class from the presidency to the 

councillors of local authorities. The 

people Democratic Party lost out in the 

2015 General elections in some key states 

and some members of National Assembly 

members, as well as the presidency with 

the allegation of massive corruption 

standing out as one of the significant sore 

areas in the performance of the PDP, led 

Government. With a long list of politicians 

accused of corruption and released of the 

figures of what the Government termed 

recovered proceed of corruption in 

billions. The recent events in The All 

Progressives Congress have thrown most 

Nigerians into the state of despair. The 

removal of the Secretary to the Federal 

Government on the allegation of 

corruption, the Executive Secretary 

National Health Insurance Scheme and 

lack of prosecution of these individuals 

only fuels the accusation of double 

standard by the Government in their fight 

against corruption. The suspension of the 

Acting Chairman of Economic Financial 

Crime Commission on the ground that he 

is under investigation for a crime which 

bothers on corruption is a  setback to any 
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claim the All Progressives Congress 

Government would lay to fighting 

corruption in the country. The 

retrogression in developmental issues in 

most sectors in Nigeria is tied to 

corruption. For instance, electoral 

corruption is not merely a means to an 

end; it is also a lucrative pursuit unto 

itself. The Independent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC) estimates that it spent 

about $550 million on the 2015 election 

while the country‟s political parties 

perhaps spent as much as $2 billion 

campaigning. [18]. According to EFCC 

prosecutors, former petroleum minister 

Diezani Alison-Madueke used $115 

million to bribe INEC officials to secure 

victory for the PDP in the 2015 election. 

(Premium Times, April 5, 2017). 

 However, how corruption has remained 

ubiquitous to the functioning of the entire 

social institutions in the country, such as 

applicable to the family, politics (and 

public service), economy, education and 

religion, has been quite entrancing [23]. 

Corruption is the single greatest obstacle 

preventing Nigeria from achieving its 

enormous potential. It drains billions of 

dollars a year from the country‟s 

economy, stymies development, and 

weakens the social contract between the 

Government and its people [31]. 

Corruption has continued to fester as the 

most pivotal clog in Nigeria‟s drive 

towards sustainable development is no 

longer contestable [38]. Corruption in 

Nigeria is the failure of the state to 

perform or live up to its moral or political 

status. The state is the sole agent of 

corruption in all its political, business, 

and economic ramifications [11]. 

Nigerians view their country as one of the 

world‟s most corrupt and struggle daily to 

cope with the effects [20]. In Nigeria‟s 

fourth Republic, corruption has become a 

norm and practice of politics among the 

political class from the presidency to the 

councillors of local authorities. The 

people Democratic Party lost out in the 

2015 General elections in some key states 

and some members of National Assembly 

members, as well as the presidency with 

the allegation of massive corruption 

standing out as one of the significant sore 

areas in the performance of the PDP, led 

Government. With a long list of politicians 

accused of corruption and released of the 

figures of what the Government termed 

recovered proceed of corruption in 

billions. The recent events in The All 

Progressives Congress have thrown most 

Nigerians into the state of despair. The 

removal of the Secretary to the Federal 

Government on the allegation of 

corruption, the Executive Secretary 

National Health Insurance Scheme and 

lack of prosecution of these individuals 

only fuels the accusation of double 

standard by the Government in their fight 

against corruption. The suspension of the 

Acting Chairman of Economic Financial 

Crime Commission on the ground that he 

is under investigation for a crime which 

bothers on corruption is a  setback to any 

claim the All Progressives Congress 

Government would lay to fighting 

corruption in the country. The 

developmental issues in almost all sectors 

in Nigeria are tied to corruption. An 

instance of corruption in Nigeria in 

Nigeria, electoral corruption is not merely 

a means to an end; it is also a lucrative 

pursuit unto itself. The Independent 

National Electoral Commission (INEC) 

estimates that it spent about $550 million 

on the 2015 election while the country‟s 

political parties perhaps spent as much as 

$2 billion campaignings [32]. 

However, how it has remained ubiquitous 

to the functioning of the entire social 

institutions in the country, such as 

applicable to the family, politics (and 

public service), economy, education and 

religion, has been quite entrancing [21]. 

Corruption is shaking the foundation of 

the nation as there is no sector that is not 

affected by this monster. The challenges 

of corruption remain a major devastating 

issue facing Nigeria since the colonial 

period, although, this phenomena has 

become a cankerworm that has eaten 

deep into the fabrics of our system [11].   

The Impact of Economic, Security and 

Corruption on the Conduct of Nigerian 

Foreign Policy 

It is glaring that the three internal factors 

discussed in this paper have in various 

ways, shaped the conduct of Nigerian 

foreign policy. To bolster the position of 

this paper, a few instances of the 
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behaviour of Nigeria in the international 

arena in recent times would suffice. The 

country‟s response to the sudden decline 

in crude oil price by reversing her budget 

with a speed of light thrice shows a state 

very vulnerable without any capacity to 

absorb shock. The fact that the country 

was not having an excellent foreign 

reserve and a productive economy instead 

it has colossal debt hanging on its head, 

unemployment in a worrisome dimension, 

high inflation, energy crisis, foreign 

exchange problem and manufacturing 

sector which performs far below its 

potential. We are not sure of how the 

country was to handle her evacuated 

citizens from various countries of the 

world in the face of coronavirus ravaging 

the world, but the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs, Geoffrey Onyeama, has said the 

Federal Government has no resources to 

foot the bill of returning Nigerians. 

He said this while addressing complaints 

about the directives that returning 

Nigerians from abroad must pay 

N290,000 for their isolation and feeding 

ahead of their evacuation. The federal 

government had on Thursday directed all 

its embassies not to airlift any Nigerian 

who did not pay for his quarantine and 

food ahead of the evacuation. However, 

addressing the development, the minister 

stated, “This is not by any stretch of 

imagination something the government is 

happy to do. As mentioned, if the 

resources were there, we would evacuate 

everybody” (Punch, May 16, 2020). The 

economy is weak, and therefore it has not 

been playing a complementary role to the 

foreign policy (Saliu, 1999). The 

magnitude of insecurity in the country 

has not only put the citizens on the back 

foot but made them not to have 

confidence in the capacity of the country 

in protecting them. The image of the 

country has been negatively projected by 

the reportage and display of carnage on 

the local and foreign media and social 

media. The activities of the appointed and 

elected officials and their performances 

are below the expectations of Nigerians. 

As a debtor nation, the country has been 

going from western capital to another 

seeking for debt relief measures. In a real 

sense, therefore, the rising debt figure is 

limiting the push of the country [8]. 

Nigeria‟s biggest economic problem that 

requires real political acceptance from 

Buhari‟s government – is the country‟s 

growing public debt. Since 2015 President 

Buhari‟s governments have added 

significantly to the nation‟s debt, which 

now exceeds $85 billion. In essence, the 

nation‟s debt is about where it was in 

2005-06 (Brannon, 2019). All the expected 

benefits from the massive debt reduction 

as part of a program coordinated by the 

Paris Club, IMF, World Bank and the 

African Development Bank was 

squandered in just fourteen years and 

had no tangible economic progress to 

show for it is beyond disappointing [37]. 

The Fourth Republic commenced in 1999; 

indeed the whole twenty-one years of the 

restoration of democracy in 1999 

represents an era in the history of the 

country when corruption was practically 

institutionalized as the foundation and 

essence of governance.  Indeed, the 

sixteen unbroken years of the military era 

from the fall of the Second Republic in 

1983 and the restoration of democracy in 

1999 represents an era in the history of 

the country when corruption was 

practically institutionalized as the 

foundation and essence of governance 

[29]. 

CONCLUSION 

This paper argues that the state of 

economic, security and corruption in 

Nigeria have affected the conduct of the 

country‟s foreign policy significantly. For 

instance, the response of the country to 

her citizens in a predicament outside the 

shores of the country shows a country 

struggling to discharge her obligations to 

her citizens. When the attacks on 

Nigerians in Ghana and South Africa and 

other countries recently are reviewed, the 

weak response by the Nigerian 

government gives credence to this 

assertion. The American government 

preventing Nigerians from obtaining the 

type of visas that will present the 

opportunity for permanent residence in 

the United States is another pointer to 

these dwindling fortunes of the country 

in her foreign policy. With a high level of 
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poverty among the citizens, 

unemployment at its peak and other ills 

in the economy, Nigerians are economic 

refugees around the world. The ongoing 

Boko Haram onslaughts in the country 

and other security challenges like 

kidnapping, herders-farmers conflicts, 

among others, and the economic 

downturn has put the performance of the 

government and her policies in a bad 

light. The country can find her voice in 

the international arena, when the 

economic, security, as well as the 

politics/governance with manageable 

corruption challenges. Putting the 

economy on the part of progress by 

creating the favourable environment for 

the investors, both local and foreign, to 

facilitate jobs creation for the populace 

and to aid diversification of the economy 

is the way forward. Curbing the Boko 

Haram, Kidnapping and Herders/Farmers 

Conflicts and other security challenges in 

the country should be given serious 

attention. The electoral process should be 

performed in such a manner that people 

responsible for the running of 

government are accountable to the 

citizenry. 
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