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ABSTRACT 

This research evaluated conditions of cooperative societies in sustainable human 

development in Nkanu West Local Government Area, Enugu State, Nigeria. The investigation 

undertaken in this study given rise to the follows findings.Over the last decade or 

thereabout, activities of cooperatives, which had become low, picked up again. This was 

according to respondents, attributable to the recent democratic governance with all that it 

introduced. Activities were said to be at their lowest military governance in the land. That 

poverty was on the increase most evidence in the liking standard of the people as most 

basic needs were hardly met. Nkanu west LGA. Of Nigeria, was not an exceptions as 

revealed by respondents opinions in this study, that the presence of cooperative in the 

rural areas of Nigeria e.g. Nkanu west LGA would impact on achieving of sustainable human 

development te4nts and settings. The overwhelming majority of the respondents accepted 

that their living standard as evidence in theirs socio –economic activities were uplifted, 

though they strongly believe it could still betters, before it is said to be sustainable and 

appreciable. Almost all the respondents admitted that their membership of cooperative did 

enhance their living standard considerably, and as such member interest are  first to be 

protected. Two third of the respondent believe that the role of cooperatives can field 

positively towards engendering sustainable humans development in these rural areas of 

Nigeria. An overwhelming majority of rural dwellers presence of (Nkau–west LGA) accepted 

that the presence of cooperative hopefully impact positively on the general living of the 

people and the society at Large. The hypothesis test revealed interestingly societies do not 

necessarily reflect good standard of living reference to their activities over the decade 

under consideration. This was further explained by majority of their respondents who 

believes that through their lives were improved while they joined the cooperative; they still 

desired better living hood as would be considered sustainable and beneficial for the 

further. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Cooperatives are autonomous association 

of persons united voluntarily to meet 

their common economic, social and 

cultural needs and aspiration through a 

jointly owned and democratically 

controlled enterprise”. [1,2,3,4] 

cooperatives are institutions within which 

framework cooperative or joint (work) 

activities by people take place in a 

formalized long term deliberate and to a 

great extent, specific form in the social 

especially economic sphere of human 

endeavour” [5] cooperatives is seen as a 

veritable instrument for sustainable 

socio- economic development. 

The development of cooperatives in 

Nigeria started as a result of cocoa 

industry in the western region of Nigeria, 

where few individual farmers in 1907 

came together under the umbrella of 

Agege planters union (APU), to address 
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the issue of low price of coca among 

other hardship faced in other parts of the 

region [6].  

“Based on this hardship and plight of the 

rural dwellers a commission was set up to 

study the desirability of establishing 

cooperatives in the then colonial 

government and protectorate of Nigeria in 

1935, headed by Mr. C. F. Strickland, 

[7,8,9] cooperatives administration and 

management in the report of Strickland 

on introduction of modern cooperatives 

into Nigeria during the colonial period, he 

said that Nigeria is a good ground for 

introduction of cooperatives. As a result 

of this report, many types of cooperatives 

started emerging in the country [10].  

During the same colonial period it was 

believed that cooperatives were the best 

tool that can be used for rural and urban 

development. It was taken to be the best 

method to meet the needs of the suffering 

people and ensure development in all the 

suffering people and ensure development 

in all spheres. This was though the view 

of colonial and successive governments 

[11]. 

In order to make this come to reality a 

cooperatives ordinance was established in 

1935, by the colonial government. M. E. F. 

G. Hong who was the first register of 

cooperatives made it possible for the 

societies to jointly overcome their 

problems [12].  

Today, the role of cooperatives in 

sustainable human development in rural 

areas of Nigeria as well as the nation as 

whole cannot be over-emphasized. 

Besides, it helps to cultivate the spirit of 

self-help in rural areas and mutual trust, 

hence it promotes the spirit of communal 

life. In fact cooperatives societies appear 

to be economic and social savior of the 

masses as it provides social security for 

the individual but unfortunately, to a 

large extent the extended family system 

which service such a purpose in Nigeria is 

gradually fading out. It also provides 

rapid transformation of a vibrant and 

virile economy. This can be seen in the 

policy for ht development of the rural 

areas federal Republic of Nigeria [13]. 

A particular preference has been given to 

farmer’s cooperatives societies and others 

like thrift and credit, marketing and 

distribution, consumer and producers. 

This is because of their special role in 

most communities and invariably in 

national development [14]. To this extent, 

cooperatives societies have also 

contributed immensely in general social 

and economic betterment of the rural 

populace. Further to this position, [15] 

stressed the need for cooperatives to 

place less emphasis on financial 

investments in the meantime. He posited 

that “emphasis should be placed on real 

investment, production of raw material 

processing and industrialization and 

other material investments”. He therefore 

enumerated some “canons of cooperatives 

investment” (principles, norms and 

values) which he believes, if followed, 

would go a long way to make cooperatives 

effectively instrument of their members 

and indeed veritable institutions for 

accelerated as well as balance 

development and long lasting economic 

growth [16].  

Introduction of cooperatives always 

brings people with the same felt-needs 

together to learn about cooperatives, what 

they are, what they hope to gain from it, 

hence the objective of this research with 

“the roles of cooperatives in sustainable 

human development in rural areas” [17]. 

A vibrant cooperative cannot be formed 

except on a foundation of understanding 

and information (cooperatives education). 

This is necessary because all sound 

institution are built with the perfect brick 

that is right ideas, as pulled together to 

work and sustain each other together. 

Cooperatives emerge as a result of 

economic, social and political reasons, 

especially where these social reasons are 

associated with human values targeted at 

the liberation of the peasantry from 

capitalistic power of societies [18].  

Going through we development of Nigeria 

cooperatives movement from traditional 
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reciprocal labour exchange practices in 

rural areas through three stages of 

modern cooperative development, the 

post independence development of 

diversified cooperatives including supply, 

consumer, marketing and multipurpose 

cooperatives to provide marketing, 

supply, credit and maintenance services 

aimed at mobilizing latent rural and 

urban resources over the year, 

cooperatives sprang up for skills 

development purpose and building of 

ideas to form frontier blocks aimed at 

comforting other socio-economic 

problems e.g unemployment, abject 

poverty, lack of infrastructure etc [19, 

20].  

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The role of cooperatives in sustainable 

human development in rural area, is 

observed that factors like; 

unemployment, object poverty, and lack 

of infrastructure among the rural people 

have a great extent hundred human 

development.  

Cooperatives are supposed to provide the 

material effects and resources necessary 

for their activities like; farming input, 

storage facilities, credit facilities and so 

on for the members of the farmer’s 

cooperatives on rural area.  

Cooperatives societies have not been able 

to market the living conditions of the 

people in rural area, due to an extensive 

government involvement and interference 

in the management of cooperatives.  

However, capital storage, internal 

frication arising from allocation of post, 

determination of payment, extreme 

individualism and lack of sense of 

responsibility for common work and lack 

of homogeneity in membership has 

hindered human developments.  

The researchers have the intention of 

studying the avenues cooperatives can 

use to sustain human development in the 

rural areas since many cannot help 

themselves as a result of some handicap 

like poverty.  

 

OBJECTIVES OF STUDY 

The broad objective of the study is to 

evaluate the conditions of cooperative 

societies in sustainable human 

development, (Nkanu West Local 

Government Area of Enugu State). The 

specific objectives of the study are: 

i. To determine the level of poverty 

in Nkanu West Local Government 

Area 

ii. To identify the extent by which 

cooperative society in Nkanu West 

Local Government Area have been 

able to improve the standard living 

of their members. 

iii. To verify the measure of peculiar 

and cooperative problems facing 

the cooperatives societies in 

Nkanu West Local Government 

Area. 

iv. To proffer solutions to the 

problems based on the findings. 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

i. What is the extent or the level 

of poverty in the communities 

of Nkanu West Local 

Government Area of Enugu 

State?  

ii. How can lack of homogeneity in 

rural communities be developed in 

their membership in other to 

improve farming inputs, credit 

facilities etc in their communities?   

iii. What are the problems facing the 

cooperatives societies in Nkanu 

West Local Government Area in 

their effort to raising the living 



http://www.inosr.net/inosr-arts-and-management/  

Okonkwo and Onyeze 

INOSR ARTS AND MANAGEMENT 6(1): 130-139, 2020. 

133 
 

standard of members and the 

people at large? 

iv. How can cooperatives societies in 

rural areas been able to play their 

roles in raising the standard living 

of their members? 

v. How can the problems facing 

cooperatives societies in Nkanu 

West Local Government Area be 

solved?  

RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS 

One hypothesis is stated for test in this 

study, and stated as follows: 

Ho: The lives of members of 

cooperative societies do not reflect 

goods standard of living in 

reference to their operations over 

a decade. 

Hi: The lives of members of 

cooperative societies reflect goods 

living standard in reference to 

their operations over a decade. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

This study shall be significant is several 

ways. The need for cooperatives societies 

to perform their role in raising and 

uplifting the living standard of its 

members remain very essential in 

engendering good life to the general 

masses and longer populace. Therefore 

the study is important, because it will 

assist stakeholders and interest groups to 

be aware of the performance of their 

societies thus paving the way for 

improvement (development) on both the 

societies and their members.  

Another significance of the study is that it 

identifies possible solution to the 

problems affecting the easy management 

of cooperatives societies. This will enable 

the members of the management 

committee or executive of the cooperative 

societies to apply the right solution to the 

problems. 

The identification of possible solution to 

the problems of cooperatives, will be of 

immense significance to such cooperative 

and government official who assigned to 

such cooperative for their supervision, 

auditing and inspection of books of 

accounts, as they will now become 

facilitators, rather than interferers. It is 

also of great importance to members of 

the cooperatives as they all have equal 

rights of playing the leadership role e.g 

director, office bearers, committee 

member etc, since cooperatives are 

managed democratically

.  

THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

The research will focus on the role of 

cooperatives societies in improving the 

living standard of rural dwellers with 

particular reference to Nkanu West Local 

Government Area between the period 

1990 – 2007 (more than a decade) the 

scope of confined to a study on the effect 

of cooperatives and the general standard 

living of the people of Nkanu West Local 

Government Area 

THE LIMITATION OF STUDY 

Collection of information through 

questionnaire posed some obstacles to 

the researches. The inability of members 

of some cooperatives to interpret and fill 

the questionnaires accurately also was an 

obstacle to the study. Also most 

cooperative societies under study 

falsified some of their data, lack of asses 

to cooperative books in library and the 

difficulty in getting books on Human 
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Development from the poverty Reduction 

and united nation development 

programme offices (UNDP) was also a 

problem. Financial and limited time 

constraints also constituted a limitation 

to the study 

 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

RESEARCH METHODS AND DESIGN 

The survey research method was used in 

collecting the data for eh study. It has 

been observed that the general purpose of 

survey is to reveal current condition, 

point out the acceptability of the status 

quo, and to show the need for change. It 

has also been observed that survey 

method studies large and small 

population by selecting and studying 

samples chosen from the given 

population to discuss the relative 

incidence, distribution and inter-

relationship of sociological and 

psychological variables. In respect to the 

above, two methods of this design were 

used.  

AREA OF STUDY 

Brief historical background of Nkanu West 

Local Government Area. Nkanu West Local 

Government Area, created out of old 

Nkanu West Local Government Area, with 

it’s headquarters at Agbani. Their main 

occupation is agricultural production. 

Among the agricultural activities they 

engage in include; vegetable items, palm-

wine tapping, root groups etc. it also has 

it’s own share of animal husbandry and 

it’s major business activities are a always 

about the faring seasons. Nkanu West 

Local Government Area is made up of an 

estimated population of 1.2 million 

persons, (NPC, 2006). Nkanu West Local 

Government Area has a common 

boundary with “Orukwu” by the West, 

“Ugboka” by the North, “Ugwuaji” by the 

south and “Ihunokpara” and “Amagunze” 

by the East. The community has over the 

years made scanty representation in 

public / civil service. They are generally 

subsistent farmers since the people are 

basically managing to live above poverty 

line. Hence the near elite class in the 

society have over the years made frantic 

efforts to establish cooperatives to assist 

the people and to help the general society 

come out of the shackles of poverty. Here 

are basically such cooperatives societies: 

i. The farmers cooperatives society  

ii. The palm produce cooperatives 

society  

iii. The butchers cooperatives society  

iv. Root crop farmers cooperatives 

society and a lot of them, while 

some of these societies are 

registered, others are not run 

officially. But, they have one basic 

aim and objective to improve the 

standard living of it’s members 

and the society at large.  

POPULATION OF STUDY AND SAMPLE 

The study is made up of 69 registered 

cooperatives societies in Nkanu West 

Local Government Area and also made up 

of 2484 members. Using the sample 

random sample, we got 25 societies, that 

is made of 1100 members.  

We wrote the number of the societies 

form 1 – 69 or papers, folded them and 

threw them on the floor, after which we 

(the researchers) picked randomly, 25 

societies out of the 69 societies for the 

study for the purpose of the study, the 

population determination would include: 

i. The 25 selected cooperative made 

up of 1,100 members.  
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ii. Management and officials of 

cooperative societies in Nkanu 

West Local Government Area 60 

parsons.  

iii. Employees of cooperates societies 

in Nkanu West Local Government 

Area 400 parsons  

iv. Members of the Community of 

Nkanu West Local Government 

Area (randomly selected members 

630 persons.  

v. Local Government official charged 

with cooperative responsibilities 

10 

Total population of the study is 

2200 

SAMPLING AND SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION 

Considering that the population of the 

study is reduced to a workable sample 

size using the yaro yamani rule. This 

rules is used for reducing large estimate 

(population) to portable samples without 

losing the essential value(s) of any 

component of the population as given. 

Thus stated. 

n =        N  

 1+N(e)
2

 

Where n = sample size  

    N = population size  

    I = Constant  

    e = error limit  

   N = 2200 

   e = (0.05) 

Thus:  

n =         2200   

 1+2200(0.05)
2 

 

n =         2200   

 1+2200(0.0025) 

n =   2200 

     1+5.5 = 388 persons  

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

SURVEY DISTRIBUTION/ANALYSIS 

The following is the distribution of all elements / categories of the survey used and their 

response rates. Table 1: Summary of respondents response rate 

Survey category  Distribution  Response  % age response  

Questionnaires  115 106 92.2 

Interviews  112 107 95.5 

Others (observation and 

statistics from the DCO 

111 100 90 

Total  338 313 92.6 

Source:  Field Survey 2020 
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The above table represents the 

distribution of all the 25 selected 

societies and categories of survey used 

and their response rate out of 115 

questionnaires that were distributed 3 

were mutilated beyond use during the 

process, while 6 was not returned at all, 

leaving us with a response rate of 92.2% 

while 112 were billed for interviews, 107 

were actually interviewed, since we 

(researchers) could not reach 5 

prospective respondents. Success rate for 

interviews were therefore given as 95.5% 

for other surveys administered in the 

study, 100 respondent were available out 

of 111 originally planned, leaving us with 

a response rate of 90% while the total 

distribution is 338 we have a total 

response rate of 313 and total percentage 

response rate of 92.6%. The response rate 

were encourage and good enough for the 

study commutation.  

TEST OF HYPOTHESIS 

The only hypothesis for this study was 

necessary in order to discover through 

the questionnaire process (question as 

aroused by the researcher question, the 

impact of the activities of cooperative on 

the living standard of the people (of 

Nkanu west) over a decade (1990-2007) 

the rests in here in being administrated 

through the respondents opinion on 

relevant issues raised in the course of the 

survey, which related of the statement of 

the hypothesis assumption. With the null 

hypothesis (Ho) and alternative 

hypothesis (Hi) stated respectively a 

follows . (H0) the lives of members of 

cooperatives societies do not reflect good 

standard of living in reference to the 

operation over the decade. Decision rule: 

if result of the analysis is less than the 

value, accept null if otherwise reject.     

Table. 2 

Option  Agreed  Do not agree  Not certain  

Non members of cooperatives 

sociality   

28-(29) 39-(37) 33-(34) 

Member of cooperative Societies 68-(676)  74-(76) 71-(70) 

Total  96 113 104 

Source: Field Surveys 2020 

 

The above table shows the respondents 

reaction. The table shows that the number 

of members of respondent that do not 

agree (both member and non member of 

cooperative societies) are agreed than us 

to reflecting the alternative hypothesis 

and receipting the null hypothesis. 

As stated. 

X
2

 =  (o-E)
2

 

             E   

Where X
2 

= the value being sought/ tested 

for  

O= Observed Frequencies 

E = Expected Frequencies  

= Summation  

Source: Newman X
2 

(28-29)
2 

+ (68 -67)
2 

+ 

(39-37) (74-76)
2 

 

    29              67            

37       76    

= 0.03+ 0.01 + 0.11+0.05 + 0.03 + 0.01 

= 0.24. 
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Very poor  

RESULTS OF TEST 

Since there are 2 proportion that we are 

testing as such 3-1, or 2 degree of 

freedom; sine the table value given as x
2

 

0.05 value with 2 degree of freedom is 

5.9911, the value of the test statistic. 0.24 

is less than 5.991 (table value). We 

therefore accept the null hypothesis 

which rejecting the test hold true that. 

The like of member of cooperation 

societies do not reflect good standard of 

living in reference to their operations 

over a decade. Respondent share very 

similar opinion in accepting that their 

membership of the cooperative did 

enhance their families and some reflected 

on the general societies for the better. But 

their reaction further disclosed that I only 

shown a significant measure of poverty 

alienating from their socio- economic 

status before joining the cooperative. 

Hence they observed that their socio-

economic status or rating merely moved 

to something more appreciable, but not 

too significant. The chats below, show the 

trend of movement   from original. Hence   

the extent sustainable human 

development in the rural area of Nkanu 

west local government area as impacted 

by cooperative in the years under reviews.    

Table. 3: Table of Aggregate Status of Respondent before Joining Cooperatives  

Symbol  Status  No of 

respondent  

% age 

respondent   

Degree  

 Good and fairly 

encourage  

37 11.82% 43
0

 

***** Middle class/subsistence  70 22.36% 81
0

 

OOOOOOO Poor  90 28.75% 103
0

 

XXXXXX Very poor  116 37% 133
0

 

  313 100% 360
0

 

Source: Field survey 2020 

The table (3) shows the aggregate status 

of respondent before joining the 

cooperatives. It shows that before joining 

the cooperatives, the status of respondent 

were very poor. The status of respondents 

can also be represented diagrammatically 

as follows.

 

Table 4. 

Symbol  Status  No of 
respondent  

% age 
respondent   

Degree  

 Good and fairly 
encourage  

75 23.9 860 

***** Middle 
class/subsistence  

109 34.8 1250 

OOOOOOO Poor  93 28.7 1030 
XXXXXX Very poor  36 11.5 420 

  313 100 3600 
Source: Field survey 2020 

The table 4 shows the aggregate status of 

respondent after joining the cooperatives. 

From the above table we can see that the 

status of respondents were uplifted after 

joining the cooperatives, as majority of 

them are middle class.  
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, RECOMMENDATION AND CONCLUSION 

The investigation undertaken in this 

study given rise to the follows findings. 

Over the last decade or thereabout, 

activities of cooperatives, which had 

become low, picked up again. This was 

according to respondents, attributable to 

the recent democratic governance with all 

that it introduced. Activities were said to 

be at their lowest military governance in 

the land. That poverty was on the 

increase most evidence in the liking 

standard of the people as most basic 

needs were hardly met. Nkanu west LGA. 

Of Nigeria, was not an exceptions as 

reveled by respondents opinions in this 

study, that the presence of cooperative in 

the rural areas of Nigeria e.g. Nkanu west 

LGA would impact on achieving of 

sustainable human development te4nts 

and settings. The overwhelming majority 

of the respondents accepted that their 

living standard as evidence in theirs socio 

–economic activities were uplifted, 

though they strongly believe it could still 

betters, before it is said to be sustainable 

and appreciable. Almost all the 

respondents admitted that their 

membership of cooperative did enhance 

their living standard considerably, and as 

such member interest are  first to be 

protected. Two third of the respondent 

believe that the role of cooperatives can 

field positively towards engendering 

sustainable humans development in these 

rural areas of Nigeria. An overwhelming 

majority of rural dwellers presence of 

(Nkau–west LGA) accepted that the 

presence of cooperative hopefully impact 

positively on the general living of the 

people and the society at Large. 

EVALUATION THE HYPOTHESIS TEST RESULT 

The hypothesis test revealed interestingly 

societies do not necessarily reflect good 

standard of living reference to their 

activities over the decade under 

consideration. This was further explained 

by majority of their respondents who 

believes that through their lives were 

improved while they joined the 

cooperative; they still desired better 

living hood as would be considered 

sustainable and beneficial for the further. 

 

CONCLUSION

                                                                          

This study has delved into discovering 

the possibility of cooperative veritable 

fundamental tools for engendering 

sustainable grassroots development and 

poverty alienation through the 

enhancement of its members and their 

highest communities at large. The 

research work concentrated on the 

activities of cooperative societies in 

Nkanu years and beyond. It did involve 

scientific research process, in which a 

randomly selected population was 

reduced to a more portable sample for 

computations. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

As a consequence of this academic 

attempt, made in this study. 

1. That more work should be done in 

discovering how cooperative could 

be improved upon and made a 

veritable tool to better the living 

standard of the people, it’s 

members and the general society. 

2. That further work is suggested in 

this regard to discover the impact 

of finding, and the need for 

cooperative to have unhampered 

access to funds and financial 

institutions so as to meet up with 

the growing demand for their 

activities, project, ventures etc. 

3. That further to the above any 

hindrances which ordinary affect 

the flows of activities of 

cooperative should be removed 
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with a view of helping reduce 

poverty in the rural areas. 

4. That local government activities as 

regards rural area and poverty 

alleviation should be given more 

attention by government. Such 

attention would be evidence in the 

provision of more enabling 

environment for the thriving and 

growth of cooperative over time. 

5. That the interest of government in 

the management of cooperative 

should not be detrimental to the 

free flow and establishing tents 

and practice of cooperative 

societies.
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