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ABSTRACT 

This research studied the roles of agricultural cooperative societies in agricultural 

production and covers agricultural cooperatives in Ikwere Local Government Area of Rivers 

State. The study found out that 38% of the respondents strongly agree that one of the 

causes of the low agriculture production among the cooperatives in Ikwere Local 

Government Area is inadequate financial assistance, 28% said indigenous agricultural 

practices, 21% said lack of training in effective agricultural practices while 13% said bush 

burning. Therefore, the causes of the low agriculture production among the cooperatives in 

Ikwere Local Government Area are inadequate financial assistance, indigenous agricultural 

practices, lack of training in effective agricultural practices and bush burning. The major 

ones are: drudgery in farm work arising from inadequate or lack of opportunity for 

mechanization at various stages especially land clearing and cultivation. Inadequate supply 

of essential farm inputs like improved seeds, quality breeding stock, finished feeds, 

vaccines, drugs and fertilizers at the right time. Most of these are also scarce and expensive 

and a large number of the farmers have poor technical know-how of their uses. Land 

acquisition and land tenure system. Under the customary laws, land ownership is based on 

community holdings. This makes it difficult for farmers to acquire more land for 

agricultural production. The causes of the low agriculture production among the 

cooperatives in Ikwere Local Government Area are inadequate financial assistance, 

indigenous agricultural practices, lack of training in effective agricultural practices and 

bush burning. Agricultural cooperatives in Ikwere have contributed to increased agriculture 

production to a very great extent. Agricultural cooperatives receive incentives from the 

government. There are significant problems encountered by agricultural cooperative 

societies in their effort to increase agriculture production. The ways/methods that can 

afford possible solutions to the problems of low agriculture production are financial 

assistance from financial institutions, adoption of farm mechanization and training on 

improved and modern agricultural practices. 

Keywords; Agricultural, cooperative, societies, farmers and poor technical. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The first concern of man has been 

agriculture, clothing and shelter. 

Agriculture being one of the oldest 

industries, its origin can be traced to the 

earliest human societies. The existence of 

man from the prehistoric era up to the era 

of ancient civilization depended on the 

ability of the individual to hunt and 

gather agriculture for his consumption 

[1,2,3,4]. Throughout the period of his 

existence on earth, perhaps two million 

years, man has survived as a hunter and a 

gatherer of fruits and nuts. [5,6,7,8] are of 

the view that agriculture is a basic 

industry that supports all industries and 

aspects of needs can justify from its role 

and contributions to nation building 

[9,10,11,12,13]. In modern times, many 

consciously select both plants and 

animals according to well established 

principles of genetic inheritance, and 

breeds from more closely adapted to his 

requirements [14]. Agriculturists provide 

jobs in the industries, example, textile 
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industries, breweries and show industry 

[15]. The movement of crops has been 

intercontinental, but almost all livestock 

and poultry, including: horses, cattle, pigs 

and chickens came originally from Europe 

[16]. In the past, world expansion in 

agriculture production was obtained 

primarily by bringing more forest land 

under cultivation. In recent times, 

however, and particularly since the end of 

the Second World War, increased 

production has been obtained by the use 

of crop varieties, which have been 

considerably improved by selection and 

breeding and also by the increased use of 

increasing agriculture production which is 

most frequently used in industrialized 

countries [17]. In many developing 

countries of the tropics, however, 

increases in agriculture production are 

still often obtained by extending 

traditional agricultural practice into 

forested regions. [18], asserted that the 

development of new varieties of crops has 

resulted in a very substantial increase in 

world agriculture production, an increase 

sometimes referred to as the green 

revolution [19]. It is increasingly clear 

that the use of rapid growing varieties of 

crops requires a very heavy input of 

fertilizers and pesticides both of which 

are expensive and have considerable 

polluting effects on the environment 

when they are used indiscriminately and 

without consideration of their long term 

effects on the total environment [20]. 

There is now a greater awareness of the 

overall economic, social and ecological 

effects of the green revolution in 

developing countries, which are at 

present endeavoring to increase crop 

production by modern methods, and are 

able to take account of the past errors of 

other nations to plan accordingly [21]. 

Agricultural cooperatives in Ikwere Local 

Government have gone to a great extent 

in serving as a fundamental tool for 

achieving agriculture security at 

household level [22]. They have been the 

best institutional intervention for 

attaining agriculture security in the past 

as well as in the present [23,24,25,26,27]. 

It is based on this premise that this study 

is been designed to identify the roles of 

agricultural cooperative societies in 

agricultural production in Ikwere LGA. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Agricultural cooperatives are greatly 

involved in agriculture production so as 

to improve the social and economic life of 

the members and the country as a whole. 

Inspite of these, agricultural cooperatives 

are still experiencing low agriculture 

production owing to the challenges often 

encountered in the process of diverse 

agricultural practices. High financial 

commitment in the formation of the 

agricultural cooperative of different sizes 

and types affect their effectiveness in 

agricultural production. Members 

neglecting their obligation in participating 

in group farm work in the farm land 

weeding, planting, harvesting and 

marketing of farm produce. Procurement 

of farm inputs like high yielding seeds, 

stems and seedling, agrochemical 

disinfectants and fertilizers.  

The transformation of subsistence 

agriculture in West African to more 

production form of agriculture requires 

the development of agricultural training, 

research and extension programmes, the 

formulation of appropriate government 

policies and the development of 

government regulations and programmes 

designed to enhance agricultural 

production. This study is therefore meant 

to address the under-listed problems; 

 Persistence of inadequate credit 

facilities for agricultural 

cooperatives in Ikwere LGA. 

 Lack of adequate support in form 

of incentives by the government to 

agricultural cooperatives in Ikwere 

LGA. 

 Poor management of agricultural 

cooperatives in Ikwere LGA.  

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The broad objective of this study is to 

appraise the roles of agricultural 

cooperative societies in agricultural 

production. A Study of agricultural 

cooperatives in Ikwerre Local Government 

Area of Rivers State. 

The specific objectives include the 

following:  
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i) To identify the factors that can 

cause low agricultural production 

in agriculture cooperatives in 

Ikwerre, of Rivers State.  

ii) To determine the extent to which 

agricultural cooperatives in Ikwere 

have contributed to increase 

agriculture production. 

iii) To investigate the form of support 

and incentives provided by the 

government to the agriculture 

cooperative if there is any. 

iv) To identify the problems of 

agriculture cooperative societies in 

increasing agriculture production 

in Ikwere LGA. 

v) To determine the ways and 

methods that can be used in 

solving the problems of low 

agriculture productivity. 

 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

To achieve the purpose or objectives of 

the study, the following research 

questions were formulated.  

1) What are the causes of the low 

agriculture production among the 

cooperatives in Ikwere Local 

Government Area?  

2) To what extent have agricultural 

cooperatives in Ikwere contributed 

to increased agriculture 

production?  

3) Do agricultural cooperatives 

receive incentives from the 

government? 

4) What are the problems 

encountered by agricultural 

cooperative societies in their effort 

to increase agriculture production? 

5) What are the ways/methods that 

can afford possible solutions to 

the problems of low agriculture 

production? 

RESEARCH HYPOTHESES 

The 

following hypotheses are formulated for 

this study: 

HYPOTHESIS ONE 

H
O

: Agriculture production among the 

cooperatives in Ikwere Local Government 

Area is low. 

H
I

: Agriculture production among the 

cooperatives in Ikwere Local Government 

Area is not low. 

 

 

 

HYPOTHESIS TWO 

H
O

: Agricultural cooperatives in Ikwere 

have not contributed to increased 

agriculture production. 

H
I

: Agricultural cooperatives in Ikwere 

have contributed to increased agriculture 

production. 

HYPOTHESIS THREE 

H
O

: Agricultural cooperatives do not 

receive incentives from the government. 

H
I

: Agricultural cooperatives receive 

incentives from the government. 

SIGNFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

The findings of this research work may 

enable the society to know what to do in 

order to improve or enhance agriculture 

production. This research work may 

equally help the federal government 

whose set objective is to use cooperative 

in rural development and increasing the 

agriculture production capacity of the 

country. The producers of agricultural 

products may also benefit because their 

effective production will be assured 

through the effective and efficient 

management of the agricultural 

cooperatives in agriculture production 

and there may be an increase in 

agriculture supply and production in the 

country thereby leading to a fall in price 

of agriculture. When this is achieved, the 

consumers and the general public may 

benefit. When there is an efficient and 

effective management of agricultural 

produce in agriculture production, the 

cooperative societies, rural based ones, it 

may help in development. 

Recommendations of this research work 

may also be of great benefit to other 

cooperative societies in the country as it 

may serve as reference materials for them 

and cooperative students too.    
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SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

This study on the roles of agricultural 

cooperative societies in agricultural 

production covers agricultural 

cooperatives in Ikwere Local Government 

Area of Rivers State. 

 

LIMITATION OF THE STUDY 

The study of agricultural cooperatives is 

very vast topic to consideration, which 

needs a careful and comprehensive 

research work. For a proper exposition, 

however, there are constraints that make 

it difficult as regard to this project.  

a) Limitations of Researchable 

Materials: Need of materials for the 

research works were limited, such 

government publications, 

publications by international 

organizations and textbooks, 

periodicals, journals, etc. Officers 

in cooperative, officers do not 

cooperate. This posed a limitation 

to acquisition of information 

required.    

b) Difficulty in Gathering Research 

Material: There was difficulty in 

gathering the necessary 

information or materials necessary 

for the successful completion of 

this research study. This is due to 

the fact that most of the 

respondents were either not on sit 

or were uncooperative in providing 

the necessary information as 

regards to their reward 

management practices. 

c) Unresponsive Attitude of 

Respondents: Most of the 

respondents refused to assist the 

researcher probably due to the 

sole reason that they will gain 

nothing from this endeavour. 

Irrespective of these constraints, 

the researcher was still able to 

successfully carryout this study. 

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 

RESEARCH DESIGN 

A research design is a systematic plan to 

study a scientific problem. The design of 

a study defines the study type 

(descriptive, correlational, semi-

experimental, experimental, review, meta-

analytic) and sub-type (e.g., descriptive-

longitudinal case study), research 

question, hypotheses, independent and 

dependent variables, experimental design, 

and, if applicable, data collection 

methods and a statistical analysis plan 

Orji, (2006). The researcher therefore 

used sample survey for this study. 

AREA OF STUDY 

The Ikwerre (also spelt Ikwere) is one of 

the many native ethnic groups in the 

Niger Delta region of Nigeria. They are a 

subgroup of the Igbo people, although a 

small minority for political expediency 

now dispute this account, claiming their 

history was rewritten during the colonial 

period because of the dominance of the 

larger Igbo group. The Ikwerre people are 

said to be related or share common 

ancestry with the Ogba and Ekpeye people 

(Akalaka brothers).They trace their origins 

to Owerri, Ohaji, Etche, and Ngwa areas of 

Igboland. They constitute the majority of 

Rivers state, although there are other 

populations in neighboring states.  

The Ikwerre people speak the Ikwerre 

dialectand are predominantly settled in 

the Ikwerre, Obio-Akpor, Port Harcourt 

and Emohua local government areas. They 

are traditionally farmers, fishermen and 

hunters, but in recent times, the 

environmental degradation and urban 

sprawl associated with oil exploration and 

exploitation has caused a sharp decline in 

the amount of farmland, forests and 

rivers available for their traditional 

occupations. 

The Ikwerre exist in well-delineated clans, 

with each clan having its own Paramount 

Ruler, therefore, the Ikwerre do not have 

an overall paramount ruler or King, but 

designated kings/ruler/leader mostly 

approved by its constituents. Although all 

paramount rulers in ikwerre are united in 

what is known as Ogbakor Ikwerre which 

is an association of Ikwerre traditional 

rulers. A total of 92 oil wells, producing 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Case_study
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Research_question
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Research_question
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Research_question
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypothesis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dependent_and_independent_variables
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dependent_and_independent_variables
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dependent_and_independent_variables
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Design_of_experiments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigeria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Igbo_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ogba_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ekpeye_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Owerri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohaji
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etche
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ngwa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rivers_state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_of_Nigeria
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ikwerre_dialect&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ikwerre_dialect&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ikwerre_dialect&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ikwerre_(local_government_area)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obio-Akpor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Harcourt_(local_government_area)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emohua
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_degradation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_sprawl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_sprawl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_sprawl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paramount_Ruler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paramount_Ruler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paramount_Ruler


http://www.inosr.net/inosr-arts-and-management/  

Okonkwo et al 

INOSR ARTS AND MANAGEMENT 6(1): 149-158, 2020. 

153 
 

an estimated 100,000 barrels of crude 

daily, are located in Ikwerreland. The 

Ikwerre therefore play host to several 

multinational oil-producing and servicing 

companies, in addition to many other 

industries and establishments. Despite 

these, the Ikwerre, like nearly all other 

minorities of the Niger Delta, frequently 

complain of marginalisation by the oil 

operatives. The University of Port 

Harcourt, the Rivers State University of 

Science and Technology, the three 

campuses of the Rivers State College of 

Education, as well as the Rivers State 

College of Arts and Science, are all sited 

on Ikwerreland. 

The Ikwerre are considered by a great 

majority of scholars as a subgroup of the 

Igbo people of southeastern Nigeria. 

There are several theories over the origin, 

and the strongest and most widely 

accepted one is the theory linking the 

Ikwerre to an Igbo origin. They would be 

descendents from an Igbo migration from 

Awka and Orlu areas towards South. Igbo 

scholars take Ikwerre as part of the 

Southern Igbo. Amadi, an Ikwerre scholar, 

says that the Igbo origin theory has some 

support even inside Ikwerre themselves, 

with Ikwerre would be descendants of a 

migration of Arochukwu Igbo, with Okpo 

Nwagidi being the leader of the Ikwerre 

tribe. Before the civil war, there had been 

dissident voices that claimed that Ikwerre 

could have migrated from Owerri, Ohaji, 

Ngwa, and Etche areas of Igboland. But 

when Port Harcourt was conquered by 

Nigeria during the Biafran War and the 

Igbo people from other parts of Igboland 

fled the territory, a UN report says that 

the Ikwerre decided to claim that the 

Ikwerre were non-Igbo for convenience. 

The Ikwerre are recognized officially as a 

separate group in the 1979 Nigerian 

Constitution

 

POPULATION OF STUDY 

The population of this study consists of 

all the registered cooperative societies in 

the area of study. Thirty (30) societies 

made up of 270 members.  

 

DETERMINATION OF SAMPLE SIZE 

In order to get a representation of the 

entire population, the Taro Yamani 

statistical formula was employed. 

According to Taro Yamene (1964) the 

formula is stated as follows 

n =  N    

       1+N(e)
2

 

Where  n  = represents the sample 

size 

  N = represents the 

population 

  e = represents the 

margin of error 

  I = constant 

 For the purpose of this study, N 

will be equal to 270, e will be assumed to 

be 5% 

Therefore the sample size for this 

research work will be  

n = 270 

     1+270 (0.05)
2 

 = 270 

     1+ 270 (0.0025) 

 =  270 

     1 + 0.675 

 =  270 

  1.675 

        n = 161

 

INSTRUMENTS FOR DATA COLLECTION 

The research instrument that was used by 

the researcher in collecting useful 

information on this topic is questionnaire. 

A questionnaire by definition is a list of 

questions or statement to which 

individuals are asked to respond in 

writing. It is used when factual 

information is desired. In this study, the 

questionnaire used by the researcher was 

highly structured and it contains close 

ended questions to elicit relevant 

reactions from their respondents. It was 

also carefully designed to accommodate 

two sections. The first section is 

personnel data which will generate proper 

data regarding to the respondents 

characteristics like; sex, age, educational 
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level while the other deals on relevant aspects of the topic under study. 

METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS 

In treating and analyzing of data 

collected extensive use of tabular and 

percentage will be paramount. The 

data collected will be presented in 

table and analyzed with percentage. 

The hypotheses will be analyzed by 

the use of Chi – Square formular. 

The formular is shown below: 

  X 
2

 = (O – E)
 2

 / E 

Where: X 
2

 = Chi – Square  

  O = Observed 

frequency 

  E = Expected frequency 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

The presentation of data collected means 

the way of arranging the different forms 

of data obtained through various data 

collecting techniques to enable the 

researcher perform analysis and exact 

new meaning from it. The data collected 

will be presented in simple table. The 

data analyses were based on the answer 

to the key questions received from the 

various departments. The key questions 

in the questionnaires will be analyzed by 

the use of simple percentage. A total of 

161 copies of questionnaire were 

distributed to the respondents and 145 

copies were returned while 16 copies 

were lost. 

PRESENTATION OF DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

The researcher found out the distribution of the respondents by gender, the table below 

represents it. 

TABLE.1:DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY GENDER. 

GENDER NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS PERCENTAGE 

Male 90 62 

Female 55 38 

Total 145 100 

Source: Field survey, 2020 

The above table shows that 62% of the 

respondents are male while 38% of them 

are females. Therefore, majority of the 

respondents are male. 

TEST OF HYPOTHESES  

The hypotheses will be tested using the 

chi-square formula stated below:  

X
2

 =  (0 - E)
 2

 

        E 

Where:  

X
2

 = calculated chi-square 

0 = observed frequency  

E = expected frequency  

 = summation  

The expected frequency (E) is calculated 

by adding all the observed frequency (0) 

and dividing by the number of 

observations.  

Decision Rule: If the calculated chi-

square value (X
2

) is greater than or equal 

to the table value at 0.05 level of 

significance, the alternate hypothesis (H
1

) 

is accepted, but if the calculated chi-

square value is less than the table value, 

the null hypothesis (H
0

) is accepted.  

HYPOTHESIS ONE 

H
O

: Agriculture production among the 

cooperatives in Ikwere Local Government 

Area is low. 

H
I

: Agriculture production among the 

cooperatives in Ikwere Local Government 

Area is not low. 

Data from table above was used to test the hypothesis 

Variables O E 0 – E (O – E)
2

 (0 – E)
2

 

     E 

Strongly agree  55 36.25 18.75 351.56 9.70 

Agree  40 36.25 3.75 14.06 0.39 

Disagree  30 36.25 - 6.25 39.06 1.08 

Strongly disagree  20 36.25 - 16.25 264.06 7.28 

Total 145 59   18.45 
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The calculated chi-square value = 18.45 

 Df = (K – 1) (4 – 1) = 3  

Table value at 0.05 of significance and 4 

degree of freedom (Df) = 7.3777 

Decision: Since the calculated chi-square 

(X
2

) value (18.45) is greater than table 

value (7.3777), we reject the null 

hypothesis (Ho) and accept the alternate 

hypothesis (H
1

) which states that 

agriculture production among the 

cooperatives in Ikwere Local Government 

Area is not low

.   

HYPOTHESIS TWO 

H
O

: Agricultural cooperatives in Ikwere 

have not contributed to increased 

agriculture production. 

H
I

: Agricultural cooperatives in Ikwere 

have contributed to increased agriculture 

production. 

Data from table above was 

used to test the hypothesis  

 

Variables O E 0 – E (O – E)
2

 (0 – E)
2

 

     E 

Very adequate 50 36.25 13.75 189.06 5.22 

Adequate  39 36.25 2.75 7.56 0.21 

Inadequate  34 36.25 2.25 5.06 0.14 

Very inadequate  22 36.25 14.25 203.06 5.60 

Total 145 145   11.17 

The calculated chi-square value = 11.17 

 Df = (K – 1) (4 – 1) = 3  

Table value at 0.05 of significance and 4 

degree of freedom (Df) = 7.3777 

Decision: Since the calculated chi-square 

(X
2

) value (11.17) is greater than table 

value (7.3777), we reject the null 

hypothesis (Ho) and accept the alternate 

hypothesis (H
1

) which states that 

agricultural cooperatives in Ikwere have 

contributed to increased agriculture 

production.   

HYPOTHESIS THREE: 

H
O

: Agricultural cooperatives do not 

receive incentives from the government. 

H
I

: Agricultural cooperatives receive 

incentives from the government. 

Data from table above was used to test 

the hypothesis  

Variables O E 0 – E (O – E)
2

 (0 – E)
2

 

     E 

Strongly agree  50 36.25 13.75 189.06 5.22 

Agree  45 36.25 8.75 76.56 2.11 

Disagree  32 36.25 - 4.25 18.06 0.50 

Strongly disagree  8 36.25 - 28.25 798.06 22.02 

Total 145 59   29.85 

The calculated chi-square value = 29.85 

 Df = (K – 1) (4 – 1) = 3  

Table value at 0.05 of significance and 4 

degree of freedom (Df) = 7.3777 

Decision: Since the calculated chi-square 

(X
2

) value (29.85) is greater than table 

value (7.3777), we reject the null 

hypothesis (Ho) and accept the alternate 

hypothesis (H
1

) which states that 

agricultural cooperatives receive 

incentives from the government. 

CONCLUSION ON FINDINGS 

The study found out that 38% of the 

respondents strongly agree that one of 

the causes of the low agriculture 

production among the cooperatives in 

Ikwere Local Government Area is 

inadequate financial assistance, 28% said 

indigenous agricultural practices, 21% 

said lack of training in effective 

agricultural practices while 13% said bush 

burning. Therefore, the causes of the low 

agriculture production among the 

cooperatives in Ikwere Local Government 

Area are inadequate financial assistance, 

indigenous agricultural practices, lack of 
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training in effective agricultural practices 

and bush burning. This finding is 

supported by the assertion of Akinwumi, 

(2009) who stated that a wide range of 

constraints has been identified by as 

being responsible for the impasse in 

agricultural production.  

The major ones are: drudgery in farm 

work arising from inadequate or lack of 

opportunity for mechanization at various 

stages especially land clearing and 

cultivation. Inadequate supply of 

essential farm inputs like improved 

seeds, quality breeding stock, finished 

feeds, vaccines, drugs and fertilizers at 

the right time. Most of these are also 

scarce and expensive and a large number 

of the farmers have poor technical know-

how of their uses. Land acquisition and 

land tenure system. Under the customary 

laws, land ownership is based on 

community holdings. This makes it 

difficult for farmers to acquire more land 

for agricultural production. The study 

also found out that 34% of the 

respondents are of the view that 

agricultural cooperatives in Ikwere have 

contributed to increased agriculture 

production to a very great extent, 27% 

said to a great extent, 23% said to an 

extent while 16% said not at all. 

Therefore, agricultural cooperatives in 

Ikwere have contributed to increased 

agriculture production to a very great 

extent. 

The researcher discovered that 34% of the 

respondents strongly agree that 

agricultural cooperatives receive 

incentives from the government, 31% 

agree, 22% disagree while 13% strongly 

disagree. Therefore, agricultural 

cooperatives receive incentives from the 

government. The study found out that 

34% of the respondents strongly agree 

that there are significant problems 

encountered by agricultural cooperative 

societies in their effort to increase 

agriculture production, 28% agree, 20% 

disagree while 18% strongly disagree. 

Therefore, there are significant problems 

encountered by agricultural cooperative 

societies in their effort to increase 

agriculture production. This finding is in 

view with the assertion of Olayemi, and 

Olayide, (2007) who stated that one of the 

major problems of agricultural 

development in Nigeria is that of 

developing appropriate organization and 

institution to mobilize and induce 

members of the rural sector to a greater 

productive effort. As such rural farmers 

who are characterized by low income, low 

resource utilization, small farm holdings 

and scattered nature of farmland, finds it 

difficult to pool their resources together 

in order to raise their farm income and 

substantially improve their living 

conditions. 

The study discovered that 51% of the 

respondents are of the opinion that one of 

the ways/methods that can afford 

possible solutions to the problems of low 

agriculture production is financial 

assistance from financial institutions, 30% 

of them said adoption of farm 

mechanization while 19% said training on 

improved and modern agricultural 

practices. Therefore, the ways/methods 

that can afford possible solutions to the 

problems of low agriculture production 

are financial assistance from financial 

institutions, adoption of farm 

mechanization and training on improved 

and modern agricultural practices. 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The summary of findings made for this 

study includes the following: 

1. The causes of the low agriculture 

production among the 

cooperatives in Ikwere Local 

Government Area are inadequate 

financial assistance, indigenous 

agricultural practices, lack of 

training in effective agricultural 

practices and bush burning. 

2. Agricultural cooperatives in Ikwere 

have contributed to increased 

agriculture production to a very 

great extent. 

3. Agricultural cooperatives receive 

incentives from the government. 

4. There are significant problems 

encountered by agricultural 

cooperative societies in their effort 

to increase agriculture production. 
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5. The ways/methods that can afford 

possible solutions to the problems 

of low agriculture production are 

financial assistance from financial 

institutions, adoption of farm 

mechanization and training on 

improved and modern agricultural 

practices. 

CONCLUSION 

The causes of the low agriculture 

production among the cooperatives in 

Ikwere Local Government Area are 

inadequate financial assistance, 

indigenous agricultural practices, lack of 

training in effective agricultural practices 

and bush burning. Agricultural 

cooperatives in Ikwere have contributed 

to increased agriculture production to a 

very great extent.Agricultural 

cooperatives receive incentives from the 

government. There are significant 

problems encountered by agricultural 

cooperative societies in their effort to 

increase agriculture production.The 

ways/methods that can afford possible 

solutions to the problems of low 

agriculture production are financial 

assistance from financial institutions, 

adoption of farm mechanization and 

training on improved and modern 

agricultural practices. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following recommendations are made 

for this study: 

1. Financial institutions should 

subsidize the interest rate and 

make it possible for the vast 

majority of the farmers to acquire 

agricultural credit. 

2. As a result of low capital 

accumulated by co-operative 

members and subsequent small 

amount of loan disbursed to 

members, co-operative societies in 

the State should be encouraged in 

the areas of increased supply of 

credit to them from financial 

institutions, purchase of more 

agricultural implements and farm 

input and provisions of 

manufacturing goods for 

distribution to members at cost.  

3. Government should also intensify 

effort on co-operative education, 

training and public enlightenment 

in order to bring about increased 

participation and involvement of 

small scale farmers in the co-

operative movement.  

4. Financial institutions should assist 

farmers in the acquisition of 

modern and improved techniques 

of farmers.  

5. Farmers should embrace and adopt 

farm mechanization. 

6. Farmers should as well as 

modernized agricultural practices 

and stop indigenous agricultural 

practices that are hazardous to 

farming. 

7. Government should encourage 

farmers’ participation in 

cooperative by using it as a 

medium to reach the farmers in 

giving out incentives to farmers 

rather than targeting individuals 

who would divert such incentives 

to unintended purposes. 
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